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HAMPDEN'S GOLD HEADED CANE
As related 1o Carol Collins by Gertrude Lyons

The tradition of the gold headed cane began for Hampden and other New
England towns in 1909. It was in that year that the publisher of the Boston
Post sent 1o Hampden and 430 other New England towns a gold headed ehony
cane to bhe presented to the oldest citizen of the town, to be used by him as
long as he lives (or moves from the town) and, at his death, to be handed down
to the next oldest eitizen.

The canes were made by a New York manufacturer from chony shipped in
seven foot lengths (rom the Congo in Africa, They were cut to cane length,
seasoned for six months, turned on lathes to the correct thickness, coated
and polished. The two inch long, 14 karat gold filled head was engraved with
this inseription: "Presented by the Boston Post to the Oldest Citizen of
Hampden — to be Transmitted.” The selectmen were to be the trustees of
the cane, and keep it always in the possession of the oldest citizen.

Hampden's gold headed cane has been carelully preserved over the last
sixty five years. During that time it has been held by fourteen residents of
Hampden, five women and nine men, who were an average age of eighty eight
at the time they received the cane.

The first holder of the cane was Alanson Chaffee. He reccived the cane on
August 23, 1909, at the age of eighty seven years. A party was given on this
occasion, and the IUHU\'\IH" poem was read:

"We bring to him who is Chief in Years
Our friend with the silver crown.
This staff a golden one, the gift
Of the Boston Post to our town.

An eight of tens and seven more
His anniversaries Lell,

And Heaven may grant that he yet complete
His century’s measure well,

In his way of wit and wisdom still,
In his watch of men and lhings

May care omnipotent keep in time
His harp of a thousand strings.

Who next will stand as our Chiel in Years
In an eight or nine of tens

We may not know but there alwavs wail
One oldest of citizens.”

Author — Luey Chaffee Alden

Sumner Smith Esquire was presented the cane on October 2, 1911. He was
eighty six years old. Mr. Smith was a Town Clerk and Treasurer of Hampden,
a selectman, and also a state representative in Boston.

Mr. William Johnson, at the age of 87, became the third holder of the cane.
He lived at 459 Main Streel and for a time ran Burt’s Mill.

In 1924, the cane was presented to Patrict Lyons, grandfather of Gertrude
Lyons, who had sailed from County Cork, Ireland on a sailing vessel, “The
United America’™ in 1848. He became a citizen of the U.S. in 187.2 Patrick
and his wife had settled on the Lyons Place — 308 Glendale Road.



From 1929 (o 1943 Elliot Bradway was the holder of the cane. He was the
father of Stella Howlett who lives on 37 Howlett Heights off Chapin Roead.

The next custodian of the cane was Albert W. Lee who received it in 1943
at the age of eighty eight.

From Mr. Lee. the cane passed to Nelson M. Carew who owned the old
charcoal kiln on Scantic. He also was a selectman for forty years and was well
known in the real estate field. Mr. Carew held the cane from 1947 to 1952
when he died at the age of 94.

In May, 1952, Mrs. Julia O'Brien hecame the first woman to hold the cane.
It was hers until May 4, 1959, when she died at age 94,

For one year, 1959 - 1960, Mrs. Marie Hayes had the cane. She was 92
years old.

Minnie Chase was the tenth recipient of the cane in 1960, followed at an
undetermined date by Mrs. Nancy Rogers who lived at 119 Allen Street.
Mrs. Rogers was well known for her ﬁne msplwnub and was talented in fine
h(‘mamvhmg and reciting poetry. She died in 1970 at the age of 94.

Miss Mary Driscoll was the only person ever to reluse the gold headed
cane saying il was a man’s cane, and besides, she liked to use her mother’s
cane — it was slronger.

From 1970 until his death in 1973 Olney H. Harris, the towns only surviving
Spanish American War Veteran, was the holder of the cane. Mr. Harris
operated a large dairy farm at Ames and Glendale Roads with his son Earl H.
Harris, Sr.

The cane 1= presently in the possession of Lewis 5, Calkins, who is 98 years
old, and the father of Mrs. Carl Larson. Mr. Calkins was an electrician and
Tater went into his own carpentry and repair business. IHe was seen shingling
a roof when in his eighties. When asked for a clue to his longevity he replied,

“I never worry aboul anything”.

The continuity of the transmission of our Boston Post Gold Headed cane
i Hampden has been very impressive. A 1968 survey found only 20 canes
in Massachusetts and, of them, only fourteen in the hands of their proper
custodians. Many have been lost or stored away and forgotten. Hopefully.

our good record will continue — and which of us may one day be Hampden's
“Chief in Years™ and holder of the cane.

INFORMATION FOR HAMPDEN RESIDENTS

Population of Hampden, January 1, 197()
Federal Census — 4,572
State Census, January 1, 1971 — 4,203

Geographic Area — 19.64 sq. mi.

Senators in U.S. Senate
Edward W. Brooke
Edward Kennedy

Address: Uniled States “‘mnale. Washington, D.C. 20510

Representative in Congres~
Edward P. Boland
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Address: U.S. House of Representatives, Washington. D.C. 20515

State Senator
Frederick W. Schlossteen, Jr.

Worcester, Hampden and Hampshire District

Address: State House, Boston, Mass. 02133 Room 236

Tel. 617-727-5200
or

Warren, Mass.
(413) 436-5490

Representative in General Court
John B. Perry
First Hampden District
(413) 267-3769

Address: Room 481, State House, Boston, Mass. 02133

or

Margaret St., Monson, Mass,, 01057

Annual Town Meeting
Last Monday in April

Annual Election of Officers of Hampden

First Monday in May

Business Hours of Town Officers and Committees, unless otherwise announced:

Town Clerk

Town Treasurer

Collector of Taxes

Board of Assessors

Police Department

Board of Selectmen

Advisory
Committee

Conservation
Commission

Wednesdays 9 AM. to 5 P.M.
Available at her home 9 AM. to 5 P.M.

other days

Monday Noon to 4 P.M.
Tuesdays and Wednesdays
9 A:M. to 5.P.M.

Tuesdays and Thursdayvs
9 AM. to 2:30 P.M.

Meets second Tuesday of each month at
8 P.M. Clerk in office every Monday
9 A.M. to 5 P.M., Wednesday 2 to 5
P.M. and Friday 2 to 5 P.M.

Open Monday through Friday 7 A.M. to
1 AM. and Saturday evenings 8 P.M.
to 1 A M.

Meets every Monday at 8 P.M. Secretary
in office every Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday 9 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.: every
Wednesday and Friday 9 A.M. to 12
Noon

Meets second Tuesday of each month at
7:30 P.M.

Meets second Monday of each month at
8 P.M.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

Tel.

566-3214

566-3214

506-3214

566-3223

566-3535

566-3713



Park Commission Ist and 3rd Tuesday at 7:30 P.M. Tel. 566-3214

Planning Board Meets second and fourth Wednesdays of - Tel. 566-8814
each month at 7:30 P.M.

School Committee  Meets first and third Mondays of each  Tel. 566-8814
month at 7:30 P.M,

Regional School Meets 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of cach  Tel. 596-6161

Committee month at 7:30 P.M.

Hours of Hampden Free Public Library

Monduy 12:30 P.M. to 5 P.M. and 7 P.M. to 9 P.M.
Wednesday 12:30 P.M. to 5 PM. and 7 P.M. to 9 P.M.
Thursday 10:30 A.M. to 5 P.M.

Saturday 12:30 P.M. 10 5 P.M.

The library will be closed Saturdays during July and August.

Hours of Laughing Brook
Tuesday through Saturday, 10 A M. to 5 P.M.
Sunday, 1 P.M. to 5 P.M,

Hours of Town Dump
February 1, 1972

Tuesday 12 Noon to 6 P.M.
Salurday 9 AM. to 6 P.M.
Publications Available
Subdiviston Control Laws. . < s o vvsun s e van s cvin vma s ca s vn e s $1.50 each
Zoning By-Laws. ... ... .. e 3.00 each
Wmailed. . .. e e 3.50 each
The following may be obtained from Town Clerk:
Certified copy of birth. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ............. 8100
Certified copy of death. .. ... .. i 1.00
Certified copy of marriage. ... ... ... ... .. ... 1.00
Marriage license — resident. ... ... ovnvin s o s von cnn s v s b e s o 4.00
Trade Name registration .., ., .couviiivee e iiriinnniasons e, 128
Streel lst. o e 3.00
VOTIHE [I81 - ¢ oo cwim w ws v 502 0 0w 2 oot o 00 & 9Ei sta & 5 5 S9N 6 0 4 1.25
Telephones
Creen Meadows Elementary School, North Road. . ........... .. 566-3263
Superintendent of Schools, Thornton Burgess Intermediate School. 566-8814
Junior High School, Thornton Burgess Intermediate School .. .. 506-3931
Highway Department, Main Street. ........................... 566-8842
Library, Maim Street. . . ...... .. ..., Se I Ca% RN 566-3047
Minnechaug Regional High School, Wilbraham. ... ... ...... . 596-6161
Welfare Department, 191 Main St., Monson. . .......... ... .... 267-3717
Veterans Service Department, 200 Main St., Monson, . .. ... ... 267-9903
Church Directory

Federal Community Church, Main Street, .. .......... ....... 566-3711

Rev. Sanford Fasth, Pastor. ... ... .. ....... ... ... ... 566:3402
St. Mary’s Church, Somers Road

Rev. Edmund Walsh, Pastor. .. ... ...................... 566-8843



ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS — 1974

Moderator. ... ............ .. Davron E. PHiceorr. . ... .. ... ..
Town Clerk. ... .. ...... ... Marie V. Krook . ... ....

Town Treasurer. . ... ........ Grace L.KmBBE. .. ... ... ... ..
Board of Selectmen. ... . ... ... ArRTHUR A. Bootn, Jr., Chairman.. . ..

Joun M. Frysw. ..o

Suerwoon W, CRONK. .. .. ..., ... .

Board of Health ... ... ... . JouN M. FLYNN, Chairman
SHERwWoOD W. CRONK
Artiur A. Boorn, Jx.

Secretary to Selectmen and Board of Health — Rurn W. Woobs

ASSESSOIS. oo Ricuarp A. JaLsert, Chairman. .. . ..
.. 1977
.. 1976

StanLey W. Witkor, Jr.. .. ..., ...
Hexry BausH. ... ... oo in .

Clerk to the Assessors — ALICE FULLER

School Committee. ... ... ... .. Carr A. Sasiv, Chairman....... ...

RoBeRT SuLLivan, Vice-Chairman. . .

YoRK PHILLIPS. . ... ...

Secretary to School Commitiee — DR. MAURICE HEFFERNAN

Hampden-Wilbraham Regional
School District Committee. . . . . KenNeTH RAINEY. ... oo onv

Trustees of the Hampden

Free Public Library . ... .. .. Evrsie W. Tuerrien, Chairman. . . ..
Miriam P, BRYANS. . ... ... ...

CeciLiA C. MELVILLE. .. ... ..o en i
Collector of Taxes. ............ Dororay S, FLyaw, ..o ...

Hampden Housing Authority. .. DonaLp E. WiLcox, Chairman . . ..
CrirrorD E. ATTLETON. . .. ... ... ..

GeorGE J. KEALY. ... ...

Froresce E. Kigg, ... .. ... ... ....,

Constables.. ... ... ..., .. PauL. A, BOUCHARD . .. ... . ........
MiLes M. Hapcoon, Jr.. . .........
MyroN F. SToNE. ... ... .. ... ...

Cemetery Commissioners. . ... .. Homer FuLLer, Chairman. . ... ... ...

ARTHUR GERRISH. ... .............
ErnesTINE F. JouNsoN. ... ... ... ..
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Term
Lxpires
. 1975

. 1977

.. 1977

1977

w1976

1975

1975

.. 1976
.o 1977
.. 1975
.. 1977
.. 1975

.. 1975

.. 1977
Wirtiam T. OLMSTEAD . . . .. .. .. ...



Planning Board

Clerk to the Planning Board
Tree Warden

Park Commissioners. . .. ...

Clerk to Park Commissioners

Carr F. Lisey, Chairman
Crirrorp KEENEY . ., . ..

Term

Expires

DupLEY E. Briss, Jro... . .. .. ...

Hexmy I, Haxmer. . ..
Jupir Jackson

HomeERr FULLER. ... ... ... ......

James WarepLe, Chairman. . .
Herese HESSER. .. .. ... ..

Howarn C. Curring

1978

e 1976
FrEperick ManeR, Viee Chairman. . ..

1975
1979

L1977

. 1974

. 1976

. 1975

FREDERICK WATERHOUSE. ... .. ... ...
- 1975

WiLBER J. JENKINS. ... ...
- LuciLe MeGuiLL

APPOINTED TOWN OFFICERS — 1974

Town Accountant. .. .. ... .. ..
Dog Officer.. . ..

Forest Fire Warden . . . .

Inspector of Animals. .. ... ...

Supertntendent of
Inseet Pest Control . ... ..

Veterans' Graves Officer... . . ..
Board of Health Agent

and Investigator. . ... ... ..
Agent for Veterans’ Benefits. . .. .
Acting Civil Defense Director. . .
Pound Keeper and Field Driver.

Fence Viewers. ... .. ... .... ..

Welfare Agent. ... .........
Town Counsel .. .. ... .......
Superintendent of Streets. . . ...
Building Commissioner. ... .. ..
Electrical Inspector.

Plumbing Inspector. . . .

_CLIFFORD BOMBARD

CArsert R. Dupsna

Pavr Boucnarn. . . .

Ricuarp J. Boyyton.,

.HoMmEeR FULLER. ... ..

. JAMES A, REARDON. . ..

.Riciiarp WIENCEK. ..

Ricuarp N. BiLLopeau. .. ... ..

.Crorce K. Stone, Jr.. ... ...

.Donarp E. Dickinson.. . ... ..

Neiw Kigge. ... ... ..
Witriam H, Patric. . . ..

Josepn R. JexvNes. ...

.Gorpon . L. WinLcur, Sg.

L ALBERT W, MIREAULT. . .

WiLeiam P. Paturro. .. ..
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1977
1976

1977
1975

.. 1975
. 1975

. 1975
. 1975

ROBERT . SABBIDES. . . .............

Homer FULLER. ... ... ... ... . .. ... ..

HoMer FULLER. ... ... ... ... ...,

1975
1975
1975
1975
1975

1975
1975

. 1975

1975
1975
1975
1975
1975



Term

Expires
Board of Appeals. .. ... .. ... I'rancis T. Buekiey, Chairman. ..., 1975
Davron PHILPOTT, . ... ... iesneean VOTT
Bert NIETUPSKI. . ... ...... Cea .. 1976
WarTer W. LUNDEN. . ... ... ... ... 1977
FrEpeErick W, BERRY. . ... ... ... .. .. 1976
Alternates. . ... ... .. BryceE NorwoOD, . ... ..o 1976
Terry Hesser. .. ... ... .. iy ais o e 190D
Clerk to Board of Appeals — Mona PLAATEN
Hampden-Wilbraham Regional
School District Committee. . .. . Yorske PHILLIPS. . .. ... ... ... ... .. 1975
Advisory Committee. .. .. .. RoLLyn Haren, Chairman . coooe 1976
Joux L. Marriews, Jr.. ... ....... ... 1976
Frank WaTSON. . o oovviy e vviycvns 1977
Raymonp A, BARKHUFF. ... .......... 1975
RoBERT J. SIEBALDL. o0 v vos wu v o o 1975
Clerl to Advisory Committee — JANE WYMAN
Board of Registrars. . ... .. ... Magrie V. Krook, Town Clerk
Fave Fuynn, Chairman. . ............ 1976
Frang J.T.KIRK. .................. 1977
MARGARET ROCHFORD . . . ... ...\ 1975
Chief of Police...............Georce K. Sto~E, JR.
Patrolmien. v cow oo won v own James Kirg

DaniEL KNOWLES
RorerT A. NEWTON
RoserT TouLsoN

Police Dispatcher. . ... . ... ... ALrreD S. TAvLOR

Special Officers. .. ............PauL A. Boucuarp
MiLes E. Harcoon, Jr.
DonaLp HaraTy

Reserve Police Officers. ... ... MYRON STONE
Davin Cesan
Ricuagrp THAYER
CLIFFORD THIBEAULT
GEORGE VERMETTE
Micuaer WEINER
CharLes RoGeRs
Jonx REyNoLDS
Frank PaNETTA
Danier lsnam
Antiony DiNoia
Donarp CHaruT

Reserves in Training.. ... ... .. . MicnaeL DoyLE
Barry GoobricH
PETER MARKHARD
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Special Policewomen. . ... ... ..

School Crossing Guard. . . ... ...
Fire Chief. . ..

Academy Hall Restoration
Committee.. .. .............

Land Acquisition Committee. .

Conservation Commission. ... ...

Insurance Committee. . . . . ..

Town Report Commitiee. .. .. ..

Joyce B. BerneL
Rura W. Woons

Frances B. MoRsE

Javes A. REArRDON

Joax M. Frynsn, Chairman
Bervi. DoTEN
I'rances S. Jones
SHERWOOD CRONK
Fravk J. T. Kirx
MarcareT HELBERG
HaroLp HELBERG
ARTHUR GERRISH
LeoNnarRD Dickinson
Bex F. Lissy

NEIL S. KIBBE

Mary E. DunLEA
JamEs SuLHAM

Berty ANy Jounson
A. CARLETON JOHNSON

. WiLBeRr Jenking, Co-chairman

Emory Forp, Co-chairman
DupLey E. Buiss, Jr.
Danier M. Frynn
MicHaeL GRANCIO
MicHaeL DoyLE

Bryce Norwoob

EarL MerriLL, Chairman. . ... ...

Evory Forp . .. .. ..
Bexjamin Bume. ... ...
ARTHUR GERRISH. . ...,
Joun Mikkota. ... .. ..

Lous SICBALDI. ... . ... ... .. .....

Winiam T, Onmsteap, Chairman

BernicE BAKER
GeraLp Hincn

_Davin Giss, Chairman

GornoN BurreTT
Hexry Baush
Don SAFFORD
CaroL Corrnins
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VOTERS LIABLE FOR JURY DUTY
FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING AUGUST 1, 1974

JEROME T. Apams Frances F. HowLETT
CLIFFORD ATTLETON WirLiam G. Joy, Sg.
ARTHUR A. BEAUMIER Epwarp F. Majkur
Di. BeErnarp G. BErReENnsON Ceciuia C. MELVILLE
Epwarnp E. BERRETT CHARLES MONTEFUSCO
DuprLey E. Briss, Jr. Irving A. MORSE
Epwin Borz RockweLL K. Munn
RogerT H. CARLSON Raymonp A. ScHMUCK
EarL A. ConNORs Jonn J. Suay

ELmer N, Fox Devmis J. Smiti
Lows L. Giggau Joun L. SuLLivan
JEANNETTE S. GREEN Roeert W. TURNER
Harorp D. HEwinson, Sk. Lawrence E. WaLL

Joanne Marie Bausu

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING — March 18, 1974

ARTICLE 1. To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds
in the Treasury the amount of $2264. as the Town’s share of Chapter 81
Highway program, for period January 1, 1974 to June 30, 1974, or take any
other action in relation thereto. Approved.

ARTICLE 2. To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds
in the Treasury the sum of $12,454. as the State’s share of Chapter 81 High-
way program money, for the period January 1, 1974 to June 30, 1974, or take
any other action in relation thereto. Approved.

ARTICLE 3. To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds
in the Treasury the sum of $4469. to Town House Maintenance Account,
needed for unforeseen damage repair expense, said sum being balance of
proceeds from insurance claim made for water damage to Town House in
June, 1973, or take any other action in relation thereto. Approved.

ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will vote to transfer any balance remaining
in Revenue Sharing funds for period January 1, 1973 to June 30, 1974 for
following accounts:

Dump Maintenance Item 23
Library Item 26
Road Maintenance Item 42

Snow & lee Removal Item 43
or take any other action in relation thereto.

Voted to transfer sum of $9,000 from Snow & Iece account into Revenue
Sharing Account.
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ARTICLE 5. To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds
in the Treasury a sum of money to use in gypey moth control. or take any
other action in relation thereto. Voted to transfer $2.000 from Revenue
Sharing Account for gypsy moth control.

ARTICLE 6. To gee il the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money to be
used for the repair of the bridge at Memorial Park, or take any other action
in relation thereto. Voted to transfer $500 from available funds (or this pur-
pose.

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING — April 16 and 18, 1974

ARTICLE 1. Voted to accept Annual Reports as contained in the Annual
Report for 1973.

ARTICLE 2. Voted to raise and appropriate $2,170,206 to cover budget
items 1 through 69.

ARTICLE 3. Voted to raise and appropriate 500 for Centennial in 1978.
ARTICLE 4. Voted to take no action; no unpaid bills.

ARTICLE 5. Voted to transfer from available funds $3,000 to be used in
conjunction with State and County money, for Chapt. 90 Maint.

ARTICLE 6. Voted to transfer from available funds $3850. to be uged in
conjunction with money from State and County for Chapt. 90 Const.

ARTICLE 7. Voted to transfer from available funds $2264. for work under

Chapt. 81 on roads, to be used in conjunction with State money.

ARTICLE 8. Voted to borrow $30,005, State and County share of highway

money.

ARTICLE 9. Voted to use grant of $26,299. received under Section 20 of
Chapter 1140, Acts of 1973 on Wilbraham Road.

ARTICLE 10. Voted to use grant of $43,831. received under Section 22 of
Chapter 1140, Acts of 1973 on Wilbraham Road.

ARTICLE 11. Voted to raise and appropriate $16,927.35 for use on Wilbra-
ham Road.

ARTICLE 12. Voted to transfer from Stabilization Fund $25,000 for use on
Wilbraham Road.

ARTICLE 13. Voted to transfer {rom available funds $3500 to replace and
install new culvert and headwalls at Wehr Brook on Allen Street.

ARTICLE 14. Voted to transfer from available funds $4,000 for sander body.

ARTICLE 15.  Voted to amend Town by-laws so Annual Town Meeting will
be held last Monday in April.

ARTICLE 16. Voted to amend Town by-laws so annual Town election will
be held on the first Monday in May.

ARTICLE 17, Voted to appropriate $65,000; $21,000 to be transferred from
available funds and $44,000 to be borrowed by means of 5 year bonds, for
purchase of 2 pieces of fire apparatus.
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ARTICLE 18. Voted to raise and appropriate $6,000 for purchase of an
emergency power generator for the Town House.

ARTICLE 19. Vaoted to accept the provisions of Chapter 147, Section 13A
of the General Laws to establish a reserve police force of 20 men.

ARTICLE 20. No action.
ARTICLE 21. Voted to expend Revenue Sharing funds as follows:

Item 23. Dump Maintenance $22,700.
Ttem 26. Library 11,786.
[tem 42. Road Maintenance 22.500.

[tem 43. Snow and Ice Removal 20,000. $76,986.

ARTICLE 22. Article defeated; concerned taking by eminent domain 20.6
acres of land at corner Allen St. and Wilbraham Road.

ARTICLE 23. Voted to transfer $15,000 from overlay reserve to Reserve
Fund.

ARTICLE 24. Voted to accept and hold all fees designated from the Dog

Fund; amount not available until end of fiscal year.

ARTICLE 25. Voted to transfer from Library Fund the State Aid money of
$1714.50 to Library Trustees for use at their discretion.

ARTICLE 26. Voted to authorize Treasurer to borrow in anticipation of
revenue of fiscal year 1974-75.

ARTICLE 27. Voted to raise and appropriate $7900 to be used by Park
Commissioners for boys” baseball, girls” softball and boys” hockey.

ARTICLE 28. Article defeated; concerned lighting tennis courts at Thornton
Burgess School.

ARTICLES 29 and 30 considered together. Both articles approved; con-
cerned site selection for construction of a Housing for the Elderly complex,
and zoning for same.

ARTICLE 31. Anrticle defeated; concerned storm drain along Somers Road.

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING — October 7, 1974

ARTICLE 1. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the payment of any
departmental bills of the transitional year 1973-74 or previous years, and will
vote to transfer from available funds a sum of money therefor. Voted unani-
mously to transfer $2328. to pay bill of Caldon Construction Co.

ARTICLE 2. To see if the Town will vote to decline to participate in the
mosquito control district which encompasses the County of Hampden, created
under provisions of Chapter 568 of the Acts of 1974, or take any other action
relative thereto. Voted to decline participation.

ARTICLE 3. To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds a
sum of money for school transportation. Voted to transfer $18,837.
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ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from
available funds for Street Lighting for fiscal year 1974-75. Voted to transfer
$622.

ARTICLE 5. To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds
a sum of money to erect School Zone designations on Wilbraham Road, under
Chapter 616 of the Acts of 1967, or take any other action relative thereto.
Voted to transfer $2600 for this purpose.

ARTICLE 6. To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds
a sum of money to be used for purchase of a generator for emergency power
and the connection of same f{or operation at the Hampden Town House, or
take any other action relative thereto. Article (lismissmr.

ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to rezone from R-6 Residential
District to Golf Recreational District the following described parcel of land
located on the east side of Wilbraham Road and owned by Northeast Land
Development Trust: (description on file with Town Clerk, Planning Board and
Selectmen). Article approved.

ARTICLE 8. Ta see if the Town will vote to rezone from R-4 Residential
District to Business the property on Scantic Road owned by Carl H. and
Barbara K. Hateh and deseribed as follows: (description on file with Town
Clerk, Planning Bd. and Selectmen). Article defeated.

ARTICLE 9. 'To see if the Town will vote to rezone {rom R-4 Residential
District ta Business the property located at 52 Somers Road and owned by
Henry and Marion Ferst. (description on hle with Town Clerk, Planning Board
and Selectmen). Article (Ief'eath.

ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from
available funds for the payment of the purchase price of two units of fire
apparatus, as voted in Article 17 of the 1974 Annual Town Meeting, instead
of making payment, as voted, partly from available funds and partly from
borrowed funds, or take any other action relative thereto. Arlicle approved.

MODERATOR’S REPORT

The physical face of Hampden is changing. In reviewing articles appearing
in the Warrants since becoming Moderator, | attempted to segregate those
having the greatest permanent effect on the Town. Several categories such ag
the spiraling cost of General Government, enlargement of the Police Depart-
ment arfd the scemingly all encompassing philosophy of the School Systems
came in for a large share of attention, but zoning decisions seemed to have the
greatest immediate and long range impacl. During the past few years, we have
approved a Golf Recreational District, a Limited Recreational District, a
Business Distriet for the Mini-Mall, a Housing for the Elderly zone change,
and a Wetlands District. All of these except the latter either have changed or
have the potential to change the physical image, and in so doing, change the
environmental atmosphere of the Town. Numerous other articles requesting
zone changes have been rejected by the Townspeople.

The 1974 Warrants for the annual, and one special town meeting contained
ten articles dealing with zone changes or decisions. This is approximately
25% of the total number of articles and utilized more than 40% of the total
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discussion time. Some of these articles either passed or were rejected by
Very narrow margins.

Hampden is, and will become even more, a prime target for developmental
expansion. Growth is inevitable and in many instances desirable. Thus far,
the results of zone changes have heen extremely favorable; however, only by
your involvement in the issues and participation at Town Meetings, can
Hampden remain or become a community most desirable to the majority of
its inhabitants. Our homes are the largest single investment most of us make
during our lifetime. We pay high monetary premiums to protect its value
against fire and other hazards, yet risk an insidious loss by failure to attend
and vote at Town Meetings. Think about it.

Davron E. Puirrort, Moderator

Dalton Philpott
Town Moderator

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF REGISTRARS

Number of registered voters Jan. 1, 1974. .. ... ... ... ... .... 2,157
Number of new voters during 1974. ... ... . ... o il 186
2,343

Number of voters dropped from voting list during the year....... 267
Number of registered voters Dec. 31, 1974 . . ... ... ... . ..., 2,076
Voter attendance at elections during the year: 1973 1974
Republican caveus. ... ... ... oL 33 93
Diemotratie BaAWeHs. « oz s s on e 0os vad & o 5 6w wis Ba 60 26
Town election. ... . ... .. 593 908
State Prmary 9710, oo v vos vnn s senm o nn s s s 5 cns waim s wns s 529
State election 11/5. .. . e 1,248

Respectfully submitted:
Faye W. Fuynw, Chairman
Marcarer C. Rocurorn
Frank J. T. Kirx
Marie V. Krook, Clerk



REPORT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT

In 1974 the Hampden Volunteer Fire Department answered 48 calls,
broken down as follows:

HOUSE: i v incii wrars o die v o via & st 6 6% 6 23 8 E5 W 56 4 4G v 19
Forest armd GrasSoey e san v on 2 e wen 5 53 4 645 §4% £ 26 5 » 11
Automabile. . ... 7
Barn. ... e 2
Miscellaneous. . .. ... oot 5
Falsealarms. ... .......... ... .. .. .. . i ... 3
Brush pile at Sanitary Landfill. ... ............. .. ... 1

In the fall, the Town took delivery of our new Diamond Reo tank truck.
This truck gives us a much needed 2,000 gallons of water. In mid-1975 we
expect delivery of our new custom built Maxim pumper. When this truck is
put into service, we feel we will have one of the best equipped fire departments
in the arca, our oldest piece of equipment in service at that time being the
1966 Howe Ford pumper. Many thanks are due the truck committee and the
Board of Selectmen for the hours of work necessary to select the best type of
fire fighting apparatus for our needs.

The 40 members of the Fire Department, as well as answering fire alarms,
attend a monthly business meeting, a monthly training session, and devote
much time and effort to keeping the equipment and station in good repair.

Respectfully submitted,

James A. REARDON
Chief of Fire Department

REPORT OF TOWN COUNSEL
(January 1, 1974 to January 1, 1975)

During the past yvear, services have been rendered by Town Counsel in the
usual and evermore complicated and detailed problems involving the life of
a modern Town,

There has been a series of conferences and opinions on the matter of a
Regional Trade High School; review of a decision relating to a used car lot;
further attention to illegally constructed buildings; litigation over a new home
constructed with wooden shingles, in alleged violation of the Building Code;
threats of litigation on the proposed construction of greenhouses in a Resi-
dence Zone; on a subdivision development; in School Department — teacher
matters; in the taking of easements for Wilbraham Road drains; and in several
other matters.

Considerable attention has been given to other items involving the Country
Club: a new subdivision west of Martin Farms Road; the School Bus Re-
Zoning controversy: planning for the bank building on Allen Street; and
several zoning violations.

Finally and most recently, there have been court hearings on the litigation
brought by the Tuwn over an alleged improperly constructed garage on
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Thresher Road; and the beginnings of Collective Bargaining with the Town
employees, and especially the Police Union.

Town Counsel has given the usual attention to the preparations for and
conduct of Town Meetings, and advice on day-to-day matters to the Selectmen,
the School Department, the Planning Board, and the Board of Appeals,
in particular.

Another busy and involved “law-year” for the Town appears for 1975.

Josepn R. Jennines, Town Counsel

REPORT OF THE FOREST FIRE WARDEN

During the year 1974 there were 11 (eleven) grass and brush fires plus one
at the brush pile at the sanitary land fill. T would like to thank the residents
of Hampden for cooperating with the new state law prohibiting outside burn-
ing.

Respectfully submitted,

Ricaarp J. Boynrton
Forest Fire Warden

REPORT OF THE HAMPDEN HOUSING AUTHORITY

The Zoning By-Law amendment, needed to accommodate the proposed
Houszing For the Elderly project, and upon which affirmative action was taken
by the 1974 Town Meeting, was approved by the State in August. The Author-
ity had, in the meantime, continued to consult with its Architect and the
Planning Board on preliminary plans for the complex — calling for a total of
56 Units. This would be located at the site off Somers Road as was discussed
at the Town Meeting,

Some delay was experienced in arriving at an approved contract for legal
services; but at the end of the year a contract had been entered into with
Atty. Robert E. Kubicek of Springfield, Mass. He has had many years of
experience as attorney for the East Longmeadow Housing Authority.

Also, by the end of the year, an Application for Financial Assistance had
been submitted to the Department of Community Affairs together with a
Preliminary Site Plan and a request for funding.

The Authority has continued to receive the names of persons who request
that they be listed as applicants for apartments when they become available.
At the end of the year the following requests had been recorded:

Couples 27
Singles 44,

Total Units _7—1

As was indicated in last year’s report, these have not been definitely
screened as to eligibility, nor do we know whether every request will result
in a final application. However, the evidence indicates an increasing need and
an urgeney to proceed as fast as the necessary approvals can be obtained.
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The Selectmen’s budget for the 18 month period ending June 30, 1974
included $500.00 under the heading “Housing For the Elderly”. Of this
amount $168.50 had been used through December 31, 1973. For the period
January 1, 1974 through June 30, 1974 an additional $135.67 was used,
broken down as follows:

SEAUONETY. v $ 49.67
Postage, etc.. 16.44
Clerical . oa 17.06
Caldon Conslrucuon ................... 52.50

$135.67

An amount of $100.00 was also included in the Selectmen’s budget for the
12 month period ending June 30, 1975. None of this had been used as of
December 31, 1974.

Respectfully submitted,

Dowarp E. WiLcox, Chairman
GEORGE J. KeaLy, Viee Chairman
WiLLiam T. OumsteEAD, Treasurer

and State Appointee
CrirrorD E. ATTLETON, Asst. Treasurer
Frorence E. Kirk, Secretary

REPORT OF THE BUILDING COMMISSIONER

For the year ending December 31, 1974 there were one hundred and
ninety one permits granted.

These were as follows:

Building:
New houses. ... ... e oL 16
New cabana at country club. .. ... .. ..o o il 1
New caretaker’s house at country elub. .. .. ... ... .. ... 1
New barns. ... oo e e 2
New greenhouse. .. ... ... ... e 1
New sheds. . o 6
Ne“storagehulldmgs S e S RA S HES B S e b Rt s s s v e D
New garages. . R -
Additions to houqes ................................... .. 29
Alterations tohouses. . . . . ... ... ... ............. 1
Addition 16 BaATTS: muw s o v wcm 5 0 & 50 © 0@ 06 o 08 S 8 e s 1
Additions to business. .. .. .. 2
Addition to Telephone Co.. R |
Swimming pools. ... 19
Remove barn. ... ... 1
Electrical:
New houses. . ... e 16
New caretaker’s house at rountry BlOb oo v v w v e e 5 e s 1
New bank. . e S0 % S W S E e VR e e B s b n oL
New cabana at (ountry lub o 1



