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TOWN OF HAMPDEN, MASSACHUSETTS 

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN/BOARD OF HEALTH 

 
MINUTES 

 
 

September 9, 2013       625 Main Street 
6:30 pm        Hampden, MA  01036 
 
 
Board Members: John D. Flynn, Norman Charest, Vincent J. Villamaino 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by John Flynn. 
 
63 Raymond Drive: Property owners, Cindy and Bill Crum came before the board to discuss 
property that was a “paper street” that was never developed.  The Crum’s contend that they have 
thought all along that they own the “paper street”, when in fact it was owned by the Keddy 
family.  The Crum’s have maintained the property for years and contend that through adverse 
possession they now “own” the property.  They have taken issue with the Treasurer regarding not 
the taxes owed on the property, but the legal fees that have been incurred by the town’s tax 
attorney.  The Crum’s attorney represented them at land court and the Crum’s say that they won 
the case but they refuse to pay the legal fees incurred by the town.  The board listened and will 
research the fees associated with this property and will invite the Crum’s back in to discuss the 
issue.   
 
Secure Energy Solutions: Jodi Mauer and Erik Ness, General Counsel for the company came 
before the board to discuss an energy saving program that would save the town money.  They 
suggested a 20% credit towards invoicing.  Jodi asked for copies of all electrical invoices that the 
town incurs so they can get an accurate number of our usage and can then determine how much 
our savings would be.  Those invoices will be requested from all departments and forwarded to 
Jodi.  
 
FEMA Reimbursement: John has contacted Rep. Ashe’s office to meet with him and discuss the 
reimbursement owed to the Town.  Dana has submitted the necessary paperwork and we are just 
waiting for FEMA to release the money to MEMA which has been the hold up all along.  Robin 
Frechette who is an aide to Rep. Ashe will be contacted for a meeting date. 
   
Chapter 90 Contract Form: The board needed to sign a state contract for Highway 
reimbursement. 
 
Highway Memo: Dana sent a memo to the board relative to the paving job to be done at 
Bayberry and Colony Roads.  A resident had suggested some ideas to Dana and he wanted the 
board to be aware of his thoughts on those ideas. The board reviewed with no response. 
 
VFW Permits: The VFW requested one day permits for the following events: 
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Lions Club Steak Roast, September 18, 12:00 to 12:00 
Rays of Hope Beef Roast, September 21, 12:00 to 12:00:  
A motion was made by Vinnie Villamaino to approve the permits as presented, seconded by 
Norman Charest.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted.  
 
Violation: Resident Paul Laipis, from 252 Allen Street was issued a fine for the violation of the 
number of unregistered vehicles on his property. 
 
Hampden Safety Night Out: Officer Jacques has organized a safety event for townspeople to 
attend at the Thornton W. Burgess School on October 4th at 5:00 pm.  Numerous town 
departments will be in attendance. 
 
Regional Study for Dispatch: Chief Farnsworth sent a memo regarding renewed interest in 
performing a regional study for police dispatch.  The board has reviewed this issue before and 
sees no value in being a part of the study. 
 
 Landfill Monitoring Proposal for October 2013: Mike Framarin, our certified water operator 
 submitted a proposal for the annual fall monitoring that is required at the Transfer Station by the   
 DEP.  The proposal is as follows: 

 Groundwater analysis      $3,805 
 Sampling, Collection, DEP 
 Reporting       $3,550 
 TOTAL                                              $7,355 

 After review, a motion was made by Vinnie Villamaino to approve the proposal as submitted,      
 seconded by John Flynn. VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 
Release of Right of First Refusal: John Flynn reviewed the request from Sherry Himmelstein to 
release the Town’s Right of First Refusal on Charlie Ballou’s property which she has under 
contract to purchase.  John was given an overview by Norman and Vinnie and a motion was 
made by Norm Charest to release the property noted by signing a release form, seconded by 
Vinnie Villamaino.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted.  
 
Friends of the Senior Center: The theater production being held by the Friends of the Senior 
Center has been scheduled for an additional evening (due to popular demand) and the group has 
requested a one day permit for the additional evening.  A motion was made by Norman Charest 
to permit the Friends of the Senior Center to serve liquor at the Senior Center on September 28th 
from 5:00 to 10:00 pm, seconded by Vinnie Villamaino.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
  
Fall Town Meeting, October 28th at 7:00 pm: Further discussion by the board members about 
proposed warrant articles as follow:   

 Stabilization transfer 
 Article from ATM to be clarified 
 Generator for the well at the highway garage 

 
 A notice will be sent to the department heads for any needs they might have for STM.  The 
 board only wants to see critical items submitted. 
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Seeing no further business, a motion was made by Norman Charest to adjourn the meeting at 
7:25 pm, seconded by Vinnie Villamaino.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Pamela B. Courtney 
Administrative Assistant 
 
/pbc 
 
 


