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TOWN OF HAMPDEN, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN/BOARD OF HEALTH 
 

 
September 19, 2006       625 Main Street 
7:00 pm        Town House 
 
Present: Duane E. Mosier, John D. Flynn, Richard R. Green 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm. 
 
7:00 pm Jane Budynkiewicz, Board of Health Coordinator: Jane came before the 
Board to discuss a new regulation from the Department of Environmental Protection.  
This is an annual inspection that must be done by November.  The Board contacted three 
different consultants to get quotes for the job. 
 
A motion was made by Duane Mosier to authorize the Board of Health to enter into a 
contract with Tighe and Bond to perform the annual inspections at the Transfer Station, 
to be performed for DEP submission, seconded by Rick Green.  VOTE: All in favor and 
so approved. 
 
The Board then discussed this year’s usage of the Transfer Station compared to last years.  
Jane will compile that information for their review.   
 
8:00 pm Mike Framarin: Mike is our Water Operator for the Transfer Station, the 
Senior Center and the Water District, all of which are in good shape.  The Board 
discussed the Water District and who is allowed to go into the system.  The system was 
set up for those homeowners whose wells were contaminated by the dump years ago.  
Some wells are supplied by the Water District and other local wells in the area are 
monitored in October and April in the event there is contamination of their wells. There 
was discussion about whether new homes would be allowed to be tied in to the Water 
District.  Rick’s recollection is that the District was intended to serve existing homes with 
contaminated wells and was not designed for new homes to tie into, but rather for 
anybody’s homes whose wells were bad at the time.   
 
Mike Framarin gave an update on the Senior Center.  He expects that a letter will be sent 
by DEP to the Board releasing the Sr. Center from consent order.    
 
 

1. Dog Hearing Update: The Board received a report from Officer Mackey 
summarizing the site visit she made on September 13, 2006 to the residence at 
184 Somers Road.  The Board will send a letter in support of the 
recommendations made by Officer Mackey, stating that they must comply by 
November 1, and to be inspected by Officer Mackey.   
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2. Xerox Copier Proposal: The Board received a copier proposal from Xerox as a 
result of the large number of service calls made on our existing machine.  Our 
current lease arrangement costs $273.39 with a maintenance cost of $47.86 for a 
total of $321.25.  Total cost for a new machine will be $206 a month for a 5 year 
plan, versus a four year plan for $234.94 a month.  A motion was made by Rick 
Green to approve the lease for a new copier for a four year plan, subject to Xerox 
taking the existing copiers (2) out of the Town House, subject to Town Counsel 
approval and requesting a buyout amount at the end of year 4, seconded by John 
Flynn.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 

 
3. River Clean Up:  Duane Mosier and John Flynn will be at the Town House to 

greet volunteers for the river clean up on September 30 at 8:00 am.  The group 
has met with Conservation to discuss do’s and don’ts for the clean up. 

 
4. Green Meadows Bond Choices: The Board reviewed options for a 10, 15 and 20 

year note with fixed and diminishing payment schedules.  A motion was made by 
Rick Green to opt for a fixed principal payment on a 15 year note, with a ten year 
call feature, and was seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted.   

 
 This office will contact Maureen Pacella, Eastern Bank representative with the 
 Board’s decision. 
 

5. Green Meadows Septic Update: The system was pumped last weekend, and the 
cleansing chemical was installed into the system then.  On Saturday, they brought 
a filter in to keep fine sediments moving, and noted there was very little bacterial 
activity.  The cleansing chemical should be added on Wednesday, September 20, 
to create bacteria activity.  If this solution works, the addition of this chemical can 
be added on a daily basis to maintain the stimulation of the bacteria activity.  We 
need to go forward with the design of new field in the event this repair does not 
work.  

 
 The Board will track expenses prior to Town Meeting.  Costs for pumping and 
 chemicals, test hole cost, etc.   
 
 Motion was made by Rick Green to proceed with the necessary perc tests now 
 in the event we have further design work to do, seconded by Duane Mosier.  
 VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 

6. Warrant Review: The Board reviewed the warrant articles and noted that Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission need to revise an article prior to it being presented 
at Special Town Meeting. 

 
7. Regional Selectmen Date: The original date for the meeting to be held in East 

Longmeadow was cancelled and the Board awaits EL setting a new date.   
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8. DLS Financial Management Review: The Department of Local Services 
completed their interviews of the Selectmen, various Department Heads and 
Town Hall employees.  A report of their findings was received in this office, as 
well as by Senator Brian Lees and Representative Mary Rogeness.  John Flynn 
has PDF’d the report and emailed them to Kathy Pessolano and Doug Boyd from 
the Advisory Board.  The report states that Hampden’s finances are well 
managed.  The Board discussed how best to disseminate the information to the 
voters.  Internally, the report will be copied and distributed to all departments, and 
a meeting will be scheduled for early November to discuss the findings of the 
report and the upcoming budget process.   

 
9. NIMS Training Update: Duane Mosier has completed some of the necessary 

course work for MEMA and John Flynn and Rick Green are working towards 
that.   

 
10. Howlett Hill Road Update: Duane spoke to Dave Martel regarding the existing 

situation on Howlett Hill and anticipates a written summary by week’s end. 
 The options the town wants to explore are as follows: 
 

1. Plow to the edge of the property line, 
2. Plow to where the driveway intersects with Howlett Hill, 
3. or plow to the Town line 

 
11. South Ridge Road Status – Mark Feeney came before the Board to discuss a 

number of issues.  The condition of South Ridge Road was discussed and Mark 
noted that in the existing potholes in the road, water filled the holes and it had not 
rained in some time.  Mark recommends that some borings be done to determine 
the suitability of the soil under the road, as he suspects water running under the 
road has served to undermine the paving of the road.   

 
 The Board would like Dana to provide the following information to them as soon 
 as possible: 
 

• The cost of bringing the drainage back to the condition it was in when it was first 
 established. 

• The cost of paving the road prior to winter. 
• The likelihood of swapping any existing projects slated for Chapter 90 funding 

 with the South Ridge Road project. 
• Determine if Highway has any existing accounts that might fund this work. 

 
12. Spray Park Update: Mark Feeney came before the board to give an update of the 

project.  Things are progressing well and the pond has been drained and filled.  
There has been some patching of the holes made by the heavy equipment as well 
as others that existed at the entrance in the driveway.   
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 Mark also discussed a site visit at River Park Drive based on complaints from 
 Donald Dorn.   
 
East Longmeadow Road: The Board received a call on property that is the site of 
lawnmower repair work.  The call was directed to Mark Feeney who visited the property 
owner to ask them to do some clean up. The Board of Selectmen will send a certified 
letter stating their expectation that the clean up be performed by November 15th and that 
the owner’s cooperation will be appreciated.   
 
Mark Feeney also did a framing inspection of the house that Russ Morton is currently 
building on South Ridge Road as allowed by the Board of Selectmen.  
 
Minutes of September 5, 2006: The minutes were reviewed and a motion was made by 
Rick Green to accept as presented, seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE:  All in favor and so 
voted. 
 
Minutes of September 11, 2006: The minutes were reviewed and a motion was made by 
Rick Green to accept as corrected, seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: All in favor and so 
voted.  
 
River Clean Up: The Board discussed scheduling a date with the Conservation 
Commission to walk the Scantic River sometime in November to review the conditions 
of it.   
 
A motion was made by Rick Green to adjourn at 9:45, seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: 
All in favor and so voted. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
Pamela B. Courtney 
Administrative Assistant 
 
/pbc 
 
 


