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TOWN OF HAMPDEN, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN/BOARD OF HEALTH 
 

MINUTES 
 
September 11, 2006       625 Main Street 
6:30 pm        Town House 
 
The Board met with the Advisory Board at 6:30 pm to review Warrant Articles for the 
Special Town Meeting.  They reconvened for the Board meeting in the Selectmen’s 
office at 7:00 pm. 
 

Green Meadows Bond 
Police Cruiser 
Library     
Free Cash     
Warrant Articles       

 
Present: Duane E. Mosier, Richard R. Green 
John D. Flynn is attending the Advisory Committee’s meeting. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm by Duane E. Mosier. 
 
Chapin Road Bridge Project: The abutters to the Chapin Road Bridge came in to the 
meeting to sign easements required prior to the Bridge project going forward with 
MassHighway.  Michael Goldberg and Jim and Karen Greco signed easements which 
will be forwarded to Town Counsel for recording in the Registry of Deeds.  The Board 
can now send a Right of Way Certificate to the State which ensures we remain on the 
State’s project list and allows the project to go out to bid mid September as planned by 
the State.   
 
John Flynn returned from the Advisory Committee’s meeting during the following 
discussion at 7:30 pm. 
 
South Ridge Road, Russ Morton: Mr. Morton came before the Board to update them on 
the status of the work he was required to complete as a result of the Cease and Desist 
letter sent to him.  A Special Permit had been issued to Russ regarding the necessary 
work to be completed prior to the Cease and Desist order being lifted. Russ states he 
cannot complete the work on the common drive prior to selling the last lot. Rick Green 
stated that the Cease and Desist letter required a certification from the engineer stating 
the work was performed according to the plans prior to the order being lifted.  John Flynn 



and Duane Mosier suggested that the framing inspection requested by Russ Morton be 
allowed. 
 
A motion was made by John Flynn to allow the framing inspection only for Russ Morton, 
with no other inspections allowed, on South Ridge Road 6D-3, and that Russ Morton 
attend the Board of Selectmen’s meeting on September 25, seconded by Duane Mosier.  
VOTE: All in favor and so voted.   
 
7:45 pm   Dog Hearing:  Dagmar Childs, Richard Puzzo:  A hearing was requested by a 
resident as well as a Dog Officer from the Thomas J. O’Connor Animal Shelter, Officer 
Octavia Mackey.  Rose McCarthy from 174 Somers Road reported incidents on June 10 
and August 26 involving the dogs kenneled at 184 Somers Road.  Carol Gallup also 
appeared before the Board to relate her experience with the dogs while at 174 Somers 
Road. 

 
Officer Mackey was the first to speak and recounted from a Police Officer’s notes the 
June 10 incident where the dogs were chasing a neighbor, not letting the resident in to her 
house, and officers had to use their horns to get the dogs to move away.  By the time the 
Dog Officer arrived, the dogs were inside.  The Dog Officer, Nick left a notice with the 
dog’s owners.  Officer Mackey reported that notices are normally left on doors, but she 
was not present for the complaint.   
 
On August 26, Officer Mackey was on duty and learned of the second incident involving 
the dog from 184 Somers Road.  It was reported that the dog’s owner had taken her dog 
to the vets for treatment.  Officer Mackey checked for the dog’s license status and found 
that they are not licensed in Town. 
From a site visit, Officer Mackey observed that the dogs are in a fenced in pen at 184 
Somers Road.  The first incident occurred when the dogs were able to jump the fence.   
The Animal Center has received other calls on pit bulls in the general area, but she does 
not know for a fact that those are the same dogs.  She will check with the licensing board 
to determine if there are other dogs in the neighborhood.   
Mass Law requires that all dogs must have rabies vaccines and the owners at 184 Somers 
Road show paperwork noting the current status of vaccines for the dogs.   
 
Mr. Puzzo, 184 Somers Road had requested a continuance of the hearing to be better 
prepared but was denied the request, as the Board felt an urgency to hear the complaint.  .   
 
Rose McCarthy, 174 Somers Road just moved into the home three week’s prior to the 
incident.  Her mother, Carol Gallup was at the house with her 4 pound Pomeranian, 
which she took outside and was frightened by the subject dogs.  She retreated to the 
house and stated that the two dogs were scratching on the screen, trying to get into the 
bathroom and bedroom windows.  She relates that she thought they were still outside the 
home when the Police arrived.  When they did arrive, they were reluctant to get out of 
their cars.  The police blew horns to get the dogs into the owner’s yard, and then into the 
pen.   
  



In response to this, Daphne Childs, daughter of Dagmar Childs of 184 Somers Road, 
stated that she was in the home that day and never heard anything from the police, from 
the dogs, no disturbance of any kind while in at 184 Somers Road.  She never received a 
call of complaint from the Police or the resident of 174 Somers Road.   
 
Dick Puzzo stated that although the report noted two dogs were loose on June 10th, when 
in fact it was only one, not two.   
 
John Flynn restated that, to the point, on some occasions, dogs have gotten loose and left 
the property of 184 Somers Road. 
 
Rick Green asked how the dogs were getting out. 
 
Dagmar Childs stated that she doesn’t know how the incident happened.  They adopted 
the dogs from Thomas J. O’Connor Animal Center who stated that the dog was not 
aggressive.   
 
Dagmar Childs recounted the incident when she heard the dogs out in front of her 
neighbor’s yard, running around, and the neighbor’s dog was pinned on the ground. 
When they tried to separate the dogs, Dagmar was bitten.   
 
John Flynn asked how anyone can be assured that the dogs will not get loose again.  The 
response from Dick Puzzo was that fence previously at a height of 4 feet, has now been 
raised to 6 feet.   
 
The Board and Dog Officer agreed that controlling the environment is the key. 
 
The dog’s owners state, along with others, that the dogs are not aggressive if they are 
restrained, kenneled, leashed, and confined to their property.   
 
Dick Puzzo is opposed to the labeling of his dogs as vicious dogs.   
 
Officer Mackey stated that at this point they are reviewing the dogs as potentially vicious 
dogs, wherein according to law, they must be neutered and spayed, on a leash to the 
kennel, microchipped, and contained by either stockade fencing, a secure enclosure, 
minimum of 5 feet high, with a gated top.  
 
Rose McCarthy is in fear for her children, and for her dogs whenever the dogs start 
barking at 184 Somers Road.    
 
Officer Mackey will do a site visit at 184 Somers Road on Wednesday, September 13th at 
9:00 am to determine the suitability of the kennel.     
 
Mr. Puzzo would like the classification of “vicious” removed.  Officer Mackey will 
inspect and offer recommendations based on her site visit.   
 



The hearing will be continued in September. 
 
Officer Mackey will get a report of her findings o the Selectmen by Friday, September 
15. 
 
A request was made by Dick Puzzo for a copy of the Board of Selectmen’s minutes as 
well as the report generated by Officer Mackey. 
 
The hearing finalized at 9:00 pm. 
 
Minutes: The minutes of August 28, 2006 were reviewed and a motion was made by Rick 
Green to approve as presented, seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: All in favor and so 
voted. 

 
Howlett Hill Road:  The Board reviewed the current conditions of Howlett Hill Road and 
how to handle plowing and sanding this winter.  There is interest from private contractors 
to do the work since the condition of the road provides a safety risk for highway trucks.  
A motion was made by Rick Green to direct the Highway Superintendent to draft a scope 
of services at his discretion for the plowing and sanding of Howlett Hill Road and then to 
solicit three bids for that service.  Once the bids are submitted and reviewed by Dana 
Pixley, the Board will award the bid based on his recommendation, seconded by John 
Flynn.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted.  
 
Board of Health Variance, 15 North View Terrace: Lorri McCool, BOH Agent reviewed 
a plan submitted by Dave Quill of 15 North View Terrace for a septic design which does 
not include minimum separation from groundwater.  Based on Lorri’s recommendation a 
motion was made by Rick Green to approve the variance requested, seconded by Duane 
Mosier.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 
Green Meadows Bonding: The Board received a call from Maureen Pacella, Eastern 
Bank, who gave the results of the bond meeting.  The district and the town were assigned 
ratings for the purpose of the GM School Bond only, but the rating does not affect our 
ability to sell the bond. 
 
Green Meadows Septic: The Board received a note from Ed Cenedella giving an update 
of the status of the testing, and pumping of the system at Green Meadows.   
Ed Cenedella contacted Lorri McCool and requested approval to use a certain chemical,  
referenced in the Berkshire Design Report, and approved by DEP to re-activate the 
system.  Lorri supported the use.  A motion to approve BOH recommendation to activate 
the field was made by Rick Green, seconded by Duane Mosier.  VOTE: All in favor and 
so voted. 
 
Transfer Station, October 2006 Monitoring Phase Proposal:  The Board reviewed the 
proposal from Mike Framarin to perform semi-annual monitoring of the transfer station, 
required by the DEP.  A motion was made by Rick Green to approve the proposal by 
Mike Framarin, dated September 1, 2006 of which $1820 is for lab fees for the analysis 



of groundwater and $2600 will be paid to Mike Framarin for analysis and reporting, 
seconded by Duane Mosier.  VOTE: All in favor and so approved. 
 
Revolving Fund: A motion was made by Rick Green to allow the Tax Collector to 
establish a revolving fund separate from the General Fund, in accordance with MA 
General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53E ½ , for the purpose of receiving and expending 
monies from fees collected, said funds to be deposited with the Town Treasurer, and with 
payments from the fund to be expended by the Tax Collector to defray the costs of 
equipment and supplies connected with public documents, said fund not to exceed $2,500 
for the fiscal year 2007, or take any other action relative thereto, seconded by John Flynn. 
VOTE: All in favor and so and voted. 
 
Roundtable: 
 
Hazardous Waste Day went extremely well and the Board is awaiting final numbers on 
amounts collected. 
 
Board of Selectmen meeting: John Flynn will be out of town on 9/18 and has requested 
that the Board reschedule the next meeting for 9/19.  The Board agreed and it will be so 
posted. 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Rick Green at 9:45 pm, seconded by John Flynn.  
VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
Pamela B. Courtney 
Administrative Assistant 
 
/pbc 
 
 
 
 
 


