
Approved 9/19/06 
 

TOWN OF HAMPDEN, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN/BOARD OF HEALTH 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
September 5, 2006       625 Main Street 
7:00 pm        Town House 
 
Present: Duane E. Mosier, John D. Flynn, Richard R. Green 
 
7:00 pm  South Ridge Road Update: 
 
Tony daCruz, an engineer from Tighe and Bond, who were hired by the Planning Board 
to review the work on South Ridge Road, came before the Board to discuss the conditions 
of the road and possible remedies. 
Tony daCruz recalled the history of the subdivision and the default approval of the road 
by the Planning Board in the early 90’s. 
Tighe and Bond did periodic observations/inspections of the paving job, but were not on-
site on a daily basis. Tighe and Bond engineers were not present for full time inspection 
as the road was being constructed.   
Tighe and Bond was hired separately by the Conservation Commission to oversee 
Stormwater and Wetland issues. 
Tony did note that the road is deteriorating rapidly, particularly since the road is only 
about 5 years old.   
As a result of his site visits, several deficiencies were noted, particularly in the handling 
of stormwater.  Swales along the sides of the road have filled in, catch basins were silted 
over or lawns have been established over those basins preventing the drainage from being 
collected and carried in the way it was designed.   
Catch basins which were filled in as a result of construction have been cleaned by Russ 
Morton.  The remainder of the basins have been cleaned by the Highway Department.  
There is a swale on the lower side which is dry on the discharge side, which was designed 
to take the water across South Ridge Road. 
As to the paving job, tonnage slips were reviewed and found to be in the amount 
recommended by the engineer and in some cases exceeded the material required.  The 
road was not designed to handle 10 to 20 ton trucks, full of material, but was designed to 
carry the traffic for a normal subdivision use. 
Berkshire Asphalt did the top coat and Warner Brothers did the base coat of paving. 
 
Tony estimates that the first 600’ of the road needs to be replaced.  In addition some 
culvert pipes need to be re-installed under some of the driveways. 
Tony did suggest that a replacement drainage system could be installed to prevent the 
ongoing maintenance of the existing swales.  Curtain drains would be one solution. 
 



The existing drainage can be re-established at a somewhat minimal cost, versus installing 
new drainage. 
The Board would like to look at cleaning existing swales immediately to prevent further 
damage to the road. 
The Board will get an update from the Highway Superintendent, Dana Pixley as to his 
pending projects list for the Highway Department and find out if the swale work were to 
be done, could the Highway Department handle the work.  
 
Mark Feeney, Building Inspector: The Board then met with Mark Feeney, Building 
Inspector and discussed the issue of driveways and what work a property owner had to 
perform prior to being given a Certificate of Occupancy.  Mark responded that driveways 
must be paved the first 15-20 feet of property to protect the town’s road prior to getting a 
CO on their house. 
 
Minutes of August 7, 2006: The minutes were reviewed and a motion was made by Rick 
Green to approve as corrected, seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: All in favor and so 
voted.   
 
Minutes of August 21, 2006: The minutes were reviewed and a motion was made by Rick 
Green to approve as presented, seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: All in favor and so 
voted. 
 
Selectmen’s Newsletter: The Board reviewed the articles to be included in the newsletter 
that will be going out to residents in the near future. 
 
Green Meadows School Bond Meeting: Board members, Town Treasurer, Town 
Accountant, School District members, and Bank representatives will meet in the 
Superintendent’s office on September 6th at 10:30 am to discuss the sale of the bond for 
Green Meadows. 

 
Green Meadows Septic System: Ed Cenedella from the Regional School District is 
working to get plans of the system out to bid for a firm quote on the necessary repairs. 

 
United Way: The Board received a request from the United Way, but as in past years, the 
Board cannot support one particular organization over others and so has declined the 
request.   
 
Senior Center Grant: The Board discussed scheduling the Council on Aging Board for a 
meeting to discuss various projects they would like to see funded with the available grant 
money.   The Board will attempt to schedule for our September 25th meeting. 
 
Warrant Review: The Library Trustees, represented by Cindy Bailey have requested a 
warrant article be placed on the Special Town Meeting warrant.  The library is seeking 
additional funding but need Board approval for it to be placed on the warrant.  After 
some discussion a motion was made by Rick Green to accept the warrant article to be 
heard at Special Town Meeting, presented by the Library Trustees for an additional 



$5,000, seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: Rick Green yes, John Flynn yes, Duane Mosier 
no.  Duane did not feel that a budget item should be brought forward on a Special Town 
Meeting Warrant. 
 
The Board emphasized that this is in no way an endorsement of the article, particularly 
since this budget item is traditionally handled at Annual Town Meeting and not at a 
Special Town Meeting.  The Board is mindful that the trustees could solicit 100 
signatures from registered voters to get this on the warrant and before the voters at the 
Special Town Meeting. 
 
Warrant Articles:  The Board discussed available money and how it might best be 
allocated; into free cash, reserve account, stabilization.  Our free cash has been certified 
at ($317,530). 
 
The Board would like to meet with Advisory Board members to discuss Advisory’s 
position on various needs for the town and how best to allocate available money. 
The Board will also discuss the Library Trustees’ request and the acquisition of a new 
cruiser.  
 
The Board then discussed various monies that are available as a result of completed 
projects costing less than projected.  The Board will get an answer from the Town 
Accountant for clarification as to what funds can be used and in what ways.   
 
Permit for the VFW:  The Board reviewed the request for a one day liquor license for the 
VFW for a Lions Club event on September 6th.  The license will allow alcohol 
consumption in the Pavilion, but not to be served in the Pavilion.  A motion was made by 
Rick Green to grant a one day liquor permit to the VFW on September 6th from 7:00 to 
12:00 pm with consumption allowed in the Pavilion, seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: 
All in favor and so voted. 
 
COA Appointment: Rick Green received a letter of interest from Karen Leger who is 
willing to serve for the under 60 appointment to the Council on Aging.  Her letter will be 
forwarded to the Council on Aging for their review. 
 
A motion was made by Rick Green to enter into Executive Session at 9:40 for the 
purpose of discussing a letter from the Attorney General, without return to Open Session, 
seconded by John Flynn.  
VOTE:  Duane Mosier, yes, John Flynn yes, Rick Green, yes. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
Pamela B. Courtney 
Administrative Assistant 
/pbc     


