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Approved 9/11/06 
 

TOWN OF HAMPDEN, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN/BOARD OF HEALTH 
 

 
August 28, 2006       625 Main Street 
7:00 pm        Town House 
 
Present: Duane E. Mosier, John D. Flynn, Richard R. Green 
 
Guests: Doug Boyd, GM Building Committee, Cliff Bombard, Town Accountant, Tracy 
Scibaldi, Town Treasurer, Bill Lapinski, resident, Maureen Pacella, Eastern Bank, Lori 
Lombard, Eastern Bank 
 
7:00 pm Green Meadows Bonding Issue 
  
  Attendees: Town Accountant, Town Treasurer, Doug Boyd,   
  School Superintendent, School Committee members, Business   
  Manager for School District, Treasurer for School District, Eastern  
  Bank Representatives 
 
The Town Audit was finished in January and the School Building project final audit has 
not yet been completed.   
We are awaiting a firm number from the CPA doing the final audit which should be 
complete by mid-September.   
The town must submit 100% of the requested information or will receive only 75% of our 
reimbursement.   
Our bond must be sold by early October.     
Eastern Bank will have the necessary documents ready for the Selectmen to sign at the 
September 25th meeting. 
The group discussed various payoff schedules; aggressive with some of the town’s debts 
being retired, (fire truck and school) or less aggressive with current infrastructure 
improvements needed. 
Bill Lapinski suggested that we might have conditions written in which would allow us to 
pay off the bond after 10 years to help manage our cash flow for the present time.   
Eastern Bank asked who the Town would prefer to use for a bond rating. The rating is 
determined by a melding of the School District’s status, as well as the overall financial 
status and managements of Wilbraham and Hampden.  
The bank will arrange a meeting with a bond rating company the week of September 11th. 
Town accountant, town treasurer, Board members and two representatives from the  
District.  
Dr. Gagliarducci noted that the District is in a very favorable position now. 
 

The Town’s certified free cash amount is $317,530. 
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The Town has not yet heard from the DOR regarding their financial management review 
done over the last few months.  We expect to receive their final report on the Town’s 
procedures in mid-September. 
 
The Board then asked Cliff Bombard, Town Accountant about the status of the Sumaria 
installation (new software program for the Treasurer and Accountant).  He responded that 
he was waiting for the vote of approval from the Board to go forward.  Rick Green made 
the motion to move forward with the Sumaria program installation, and was seconded by 
Johns Flynn. VOTE: All in favor and so voted.   
 
8:00 pm VFW Turkey Shoot: Three members of the VFW came before the board to 
discuss their annual turkey shoot.  Charlie Wood is the Post Commander and other 
members were Dave Bennett and Ernie Page. 

 
The discussion was to determine the dates to hold the events.  Everyone present is 
mindful of the noise issue from past years and the Board wants to cause the least 
disruption to surrounding neighbors as well as accommodating the VFW, noting their 
involvement with the Town.  The VFW would like to hold the event from 9/10 thru 11/19 
from 1-5 pm.  Last year they tried to hold them later in the year, but as the weather 
worsened, the participation lessened.  Other than noise complaints, it was noted that there 
has never been an accident which speaks well of the operation of the event.  There are 
never guns inside the club or alcohol outside of the club. After much discussion it was 
agreed to start the event later in the year, being aware of residents’ outdoor activities.   
 
A motion was made by Rick Green to approve the Turkey Shoot Event to run from 
9/24/06 until 11/19/06 with the hours from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm, second by John Flynn. 
VOTE: All in favor and so voted. Permits will be issued by the Board.   
 
8:30 pm  Chief Farnsworth  
 
Dispatcher Appointment: Chief Farnsworth brought Cory Darrah (part time dispatcher 
now) before the board to discuss his appointment to a full time dispatcher’s position.  He 
would cover the 1st and 3rd shifts.  He will give his notice at his other part time position 
and be ready for full time employment.  This will be his primary job and as he is 
currently on the job now, no additional training is required.  A motion was made by Rick 
Green to appoint Cory Darrah as a full time dispatcher, effective September 11, 2006, 
and was seconded by John Flynn. VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 
Defibrillator Policy:  The Chief currently has a policy in place for the defibrillators the 
department currently owns.  The discussion centered on the installation of a defibrillator 
received by the Town Health Coalition.  The Chief questioned what the Town’s exposure 
might be relative to this being installed in the Town Hall way.  How would the town wind 
up if someone used it and something went awry? Jeff recommends that the one in the 
hallway be brought into the Police Department’s rotation and the oldest one owned by 
them taken out of service.  The Chief will send a memo to all department heads to notify 
all employees that for emergency purposes, they should go to the Police Department.  A 
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motion was made by Rick Green to remove the existing defibrillator from the hallway 
outside of the Police Station and turn it over to the Police Department, where it will to be 
used in the Town Hall for emergency services.  Seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: All in 
favor and so voted. 
 
Window Replacement:  The Chief noted that two exterior windows that face the parking 
lot need replacement or adjustment.  The Board will add this to the Town House 
improvements list that currently exists.   
 
Federal Annual Certification Report:  The Chief brought a document before the Board 
requiring their signatures.  He had completed one of these about 7 or 8 years ago and we 
received Federal reimbursement to be used for law enforcement (for narcotics) trust fund.  
This has been designed to allow creative ways to spend the money which they receive.  It 
was noted that this account does appear on the Town Accountant’s recap sheet.   
 
A motion was made by Rick Green to sign the Federal Annual Certification Report 
seeking reimbursement, and was seconded by John Flynn. VOTE: All in favor and so 
voted. 
 
Unemployment Hearing Date: The Chief noted that firearm qualifications are held on 9/6 
and 9/7 and he will not be able to attend the hearing on 9/7 to appeal unemployment 
benefits for dispatcher Denise Moran.  Rick Green will attend in the Chief’s absence. 
 
Custodial Services: The Police Department needs additional cleaning services.  The 
Board will work with Hampden Village Cleaning to add hours for the needed work.  
 
Street Lights: The Chief has been asked to review and prioritize additional 10-15 street 
lights for lighting.  Resident Cindy Bailey suggested that a priority be given to Allen 
Street between Pine Woods and Wehr Roads.   
 
Cruiser Addition: The Chief noted that there are no 4-wheel drive vehicles available 
through Ford before January, but Chevy will have some.   
 
Additional Items: 
 
NPDES– General Permit for Storm Water Discharges: The Board received a letter from 
the EPA regarding our compliance status for Storm Water Discharge.  The information 
has been forwarded to Stormwater Committee members, Joe Kruzel and Dana Pixley.  
 
Green Meadows Septic Recommendations: The Board has reviewed the report from The 
Berkshire Design Group which reviews the current conditions of the GM Septic System 
and possible remedies for failures.  The School Superintendent has suggested that the 
report should be reviewed by Town Counsel prior to going forward with any repairs.  The 
Board will send the report to Dave Martel, Esq. and ask that he review it.  
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Memorial Park Survey Work: The Board discussed the payment due for survey work 
done at Memorial Park. 
 
Memorial Park Spray Park: Mark Feeney was present to discuss the status of the Spray 
Park project and to give the board general cost estimates for various parts of the project.  
Approximately $35, 000 to fill in the hole, and $120,000 - $130,000 for spray park parts, 
pad, underground filtration, etc.  The pool/pond has been drained by the Fire Department 
and work is progressing. 
 
PVPC - Stormwater Education Program: The Board received a letter from PVPC 
regarding Stormwater education.  The Town already has a Stormwater Committee and 
does not have the need for the program.  
 
The Minutes of July 10, 2006 were reviewed and Rick Green made the motion to approve 
as corrected, seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 
The Minutes of July 17, 2006 were reviewed and a motion was made by Rick Green to 
approve as corrected, seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 
The Minutes of July 24, 2006 were reviewed and a motion was made by Rick Green to 
approve as corrected, seconded by John Flynn. VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 
The Minutes of July 24, 2006 Executive Session were reviewed and a motion was made 
by Rick Green to approve as presented, seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: All in favor and 
so voted. 
 
The Minutes of August 14, 2006 were reviewed and a motion was made by Rick Green to 
approve as presented, seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 
The Minutes of August 21, 2006 were reviewed and a motion was made by Rick Green to 
approve as presented, seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 
Highway Department:  
 
Notice Letters to Residents: The Board reviewed letters of notice drafted by Dana Pixley, 
Highway Superintendent residents with driveway runoff affecting town roads.   
 
A motion was made by Rick Green to notify the Highway Superintendent to send Notice 
Letters as needed to residents, seconded by John Flynn. VOTE: All in favor and so voted.     
 
October Storm Accounting: Dana Pixley submitted a letter regarding the October storm 
accounting process and the final year end status.  The Board will copy Advisory.  
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Other:  
 
Special Town Meeting: The warrant will be prepared for a first review at the Board’s 
next meeting. 
 
Chapin Road Bridge Project: This office has been in contact with the State regarding the 
status of our necessary work to ensure the project progresses.  We will continue to push 
to get necessary paperwork completed to maintain the State’s timeline of going out to bid 
in mid-September. 
 
Transfer Station Report: The DEP is requiring that a new reporting procedure be 
performed.  The Board of Health will talk with Tighe and Bond about the process and 
their $1500 estimate.  The work must be completed by November 15th.   
 
Library Issues: Cindy Bailey, Library Trustee came before the Board with two concerns.  
The first is a request for help with technology and John Flynn will continue to offer his 
expertise.  She also discussed the roof leak.  Duane Mosier feels that the leak originates 
around the chimney and air conditioner and will investigate further to solve the problem. 
 
Roof Replacement: Rick Green will contact Charlie Schmitt for a suggestion as to who 
might draw up bid specs for the Town House roof replacement.  Once done, that 
information will go to the Central Register for bid submittals. 
 
National Grid: The Board will contact Jim May regarding power outages to report back to 
a resident. 
 
Senior Center Grant: Duane Mosier attended a grant informational meeting in Boston.  A 
scope of services, anticipated projects, capital needs, and contracting services need to be 
identified and submitted.  Further discussion will be had to determine entire process. 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by John Flynn, at 9:40 pm and was seconded by Rick 
Green. VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
Pamela B. Courtney 
Administrative Assistant 
 
/pbc 
 
 
 


