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TOWN OF HAMPDEN, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN/BOARD OF HEALTH 
 

 
August 21, 2006       625 Main Street 
6:00 pm        Town House 
 
Present: Duane E. Mosier, John D. Flynn, Richard R. Green 
 
6:00 pm South Ridge Road Site Visit:  South Ridge Road residents, Andrea 
Bertheaud, Andrew Persaud, Eric Weichselbaumer, Rich Joseph, Patrick Coyne, Barb 
and Jerry Schopp, Stephen Kane and Laurie Niles met with the Board of Selectmen to 
discuss the drainage and conditions of the road and to discuss a possible solution.  The 
meeting served as an information gathering process to identify problems and propose 
solutions. 
 
The Board then reconvened their meeting at the Town House at 7:00 pm.   
 
Present: Duane E. Mosier, John D. Flynn, Richard R. Green 
 
7:00 pm Cindy Bailey, Library Trustee: Cindy came before the Board to request 
that a mail folder be placed in the library mail slot so the library trustees can get their 
mail on a timely basis.   
 
7:05 pm Town House Building Committee: Ray Andree and Bob Burger came 
before the Board to present cost estimates for the various improvements noted during site 
visits to the Town House.  The list includes roof repairs, generator needs, stonework 
repairs, auditorium painting and window and door repairs.  The Building Committee will 
work on further refining/defining this list and the Board will work to incorporate these 
items into an overall list of infrastructure improvements in an attempt to prioritize and 
fund the necessary improvements. 
 
7:30 pm  Ray Shankel: Mr. Shankel came before the Board to discuss the position 
of Zoning Enforcement Officer which the Board asked him to consider filling. After 
careful consideration, regrettably, he declined the offer.     
 
8:00 pm  Smart Growth and Planning Board: Members of the Planning Board and 
Smart Growth group met with the Board of Selectmen to review proposed Warrant 
Articles for Special Town Meeting on October 30, 2006.  A member of the Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission was present as well, Andrew Smith.  These proposed by-
laws need to be presented prior to year end so the Town is not liable for total Smart 
Growth grant funding.   
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Farm By-Law: The Boards discussed the proposed Right to Farm By-Law which 
essentially emphasizes a right already declared under existing State by-law.  The 
proposed by-law suggests a notification process by realtors and property owners when 
selling land with a proposed fine if the notification does not take place.  The Boards 
discussed a preferred course to notify residents and agreed that the by-law should be 
changed to provide notification in the same manner that a general law (Leash Law) is 
published.  The suggested resolution is to print the by-law and post in the Town posting 
locations as well as on the Town’s website.  Smart Growth Committee will revise the 
language to remove the fine, and explain the notification process.  The revised by-law 
will be reviewed prior to Special Town Meeting. 
 
Flexible Residential Open Space Development By-Law: The group then discussed  a 
proposed amendment to our existing by-law by allowing a FROSD by right, rather than 
by Special Permit issued by the Planning Board.  This would encourage preserving open 
space development and allow for creativity by land planners when developing near open 
space. 
 
There was further discussion about the requirement for a mandatory submission of a 
preliminary plan as well as a final plan.  The intent is to ensure that five copies of plans 
are always submitted.  The Planning Board will make the change to be brought forward at 
Special Town Meeting.     
 
Draft Inclusionary Zoning By-Law: The last proposed by-law was relative to Affordable 
Housing.  It was agreed that the equation to determine our requirements are somewhat 
nebulous and the By-Law would be brought forward at Special Town Meeting with the 
Board of Selectmen taking no action on it.  
 
A motion was made by Joseph Dolben to add the Right-To-Farm By-Law as a warrant 
article for Special Town Meeting, and was seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: All in favor 
and so voted. 
 
Zone Change Warrant Article: Charlie Dolben brought up the need to make a map change 
for the North Monson Road rezoning which was approved at Town Meeting on 
November 7, 2005 at Annual Town Meeting.   
 
Pioneer Valley Planning Commission: Andrew Smith from PVPC distributed a Mutual 
Aid Agreement document that they would like presented at a town meeting.  Rick Green 
noted that our community already has many mutual aid agreements in place as they relate 
to assistance with fire fighting, police and ambulance.  The Board will ask that the Police 
and Fire Chiefs review the documents and respond prior to us entering into any additional 
agreements.  
 
PVPC: The Commission is working on Valley Vision 2 which is a Land Use Plan 
proposed for 2007.  They are seeking an endorsement from both the Planning Board and 
the Board of Selectmen. 
 



BOS 060821.doc 

Infrastructure Needs: The Board will add infrastructure needs to the Town House 
building needs list so when money becomes available those items with the highest 
priorities are handled in the proper sequence.  
 
Town Hall Building Committee: John Flynn attended a grant meeting today and learned 
that the possibility exists for funding for a generator.  The Board then discussed the need 
to start the bid process for roof repair, contingent upon town meeting approval.   
 
Unemployment Hearing Date: The Board received a hearing date from the Department of 
Workforce Development with a hearing date of September 7, 2006 to contest 
unemployment benefits for Denise Moran, who recently resigned as a dispatcher from the 
Police Department.  This office will send the letter of resignation to the Department to 
see if the benefit status will change as a result of Ms. Moran’s resignation. 
 
Chapter 61A Kibbe property: The Board received a letter from Sherry Himmelstein, 
President of the Minnechaug Land Trust stating that the Land Trust would not be able to 
match the current purchase offer on the Chapter 61A property.  Given that information, 
the Board will release its right to First Refusal on the property and send a letter of 
notification to the Attorney representing the family. 
 
Green Meadows Septic Project: Ed Cenedella has worked with Berkshire Design Group 
on determining corrective actions for the failed system at Green Meadows. A report was 
generated with recommendations which will have to be reviewed and approved by the 
Board of Health department.   
 
Chapin Road Bridge Project: This office continues to work on getting two easements 
signed necessary for the project to go forward.  The survey work will be done on August 
28, 2006. 
 
Senior Center Update: The water issue has been resolved through DEP.  Duane Mosier 
and Rita Vail will attend a meeting in Boston on 8/25 to learn when the $100,000 from 
the State will be released and how that money can be spent.   
 
Special Town Meeting: The submission date for warrant articles is September 15, 2006.  
A memo will go out to all department heads notifying them of the deadline. 
 
Fire Panel Update: The fire alarm panel was installed today.  The system will be checked 
to include Academy Hall on Tuesday, 8/29. 
 
Spray Park Update: The start date for the project is anticipated to be the week of 8/28.  
The Fire Department has been contacted for their help in draining the pond when they 
have the manpower available. 
 
There was further discussion about the CPA payment of $80,000 and how it should be 
handled by the Community Preservation Commission.  It was discussed that the Spray 
Park Group should submit a voucher for specific invoices as they are received.   
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This office will review the Town Meeting minutes to see how the vote was handled.  
Duane will then check with the Town Accountant to determine how best to handle the 
funding.   
 
Green Meadows Bonding Issue: The BOS meeting scheduled for 8/28/06 will include a 
meeting with Representatives from Eastern Bank at 7:00 pm.  Also to be invited are: 
School Superintendent Paul Gaglilarducci, School Committee members, Scott Chapman, 
Lisa Morace, District Treasurers office, Donna Vivalvi, Richard Scortino, Town 
Treasurer, Tracy Scibaldi, Town Accountant, Cliff Bombard, and Green Meadows 
Building Committee member, Doug Boyd. 
 
Personnel Policy: Personnel Committee will be invited in to meet and finalize a policy 
with the Board of Selectmen. 
 
Highway Superintendent Issues:  
 
Glendale Road - Slope Failure: As a result of the October storm in 2005, there was a 
slope failure on Glendale Road.  The Highway Superintendent requested that Tighe and 
Bond, Town Engineers review the conditions and recommend a course of action.  The  
recommended permanent repair was estimated to cost $125,000.  Dana Pixley submitted 
the project for reimbursement through the FEMA/MEMA process, but was denied for 
several reasons.  Dana then worked with MA Audubon and the Conservation 
Commission and negotiated the temporary repair of the failure by MA Audubon at their 
cost of approximately $7,000 and at no cost to the Town.   
 
Dana would like a letter from the Board recognizing the “temporary” repair of the slope 
failure, and also noting that the conditions need to be revisited from time to time to 
ensure the integrity of the road. 
 
Flag Policy: The Board discussed a policy to ensure that the conditions of the town flags 
are reviewed on a monthly basis. This board will request that the Police Chief ask the Sgt. 
of the day to review the flags on a monthly basis and report to this office should any flags 
need to be replaced.   
 
Also discussed was the lowering of the flag upon the death of a former town employee.  
Once the Board learns of the death, this office will request that the Police Department 
lower all Town flags for a 24-hour period.  Those flags are located at the front of the 
Town House, on the Town Common, at Academy Hall and at the intersection of Allen 
Street, Wilbraham Road and East Longmeadow Road.  After 24 hours, this office will 
request that the flags be raised to full staff.   
 
Memorial Park Entrance: The Board also discussed the trimming of the access road to 
Memorial Park now that the property boundaries have been defined by our surveyor.  
Since the work on the Spray Park is scheduled to begin shortly, there will be numerous 
trucks in and out of the park.  Once the work has been completed on the spray park, we 
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will assess the situation and determine with the Highway Superintendent what work 
needs to be done.   
 
Technology Department:  John Flynn brought up the need for a technology department 
and a web designer.  The Board asked that Doug Farmer put a notice in the Wilbraham-
Hampden Times seeking volunteers. 
  
Conservation Commission: The Conservation Commission is conducting a site visit on 
Minnechaug Mountain on Saturday, August 26th due to the use of off road vehicles on the 
mountain. 
 
A motion was made by Rick Green to adjourn at 9:35 pm and was seconded by John 
Flynn.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
Pamela B. Courtney 
Administrative Assistant 
 
/pbc 
 
 
 


