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TOWN OF HAMPDEN, MASSACHUSETTS 

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN/BOARD OF HEALTH 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
August 14, 2006       625 Main Street 
6:30 pm        Town House 
 
Present: Duane E. Mosier, John D. Flynn   
Richard R. Green arrived at 6:40 pm and was not present at the start of the meeting.   
 
 
6:30 pm Walk-Ins  
 
6:45 pm Police Department Interviews:  
 
Jeff Niznik: The Chief brought Jeff Niznik before the Board as a candidate for a Reserve 
Officer/Dispatcher’s position.  Mr. Niznik was highly recommended and the Chief has 
had long conversations as to his expectations of an officer in this department.  The Board 
respects the Chief’s recommendation and a motion was made by John Flynn to appoint 
Jeff Niznik as a Reserve Officer/ Dispatcher for a 90 day probationary period, and was 
seconded by Richard Green. VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 
Timothy Lord:  Timothy has worked in the capacity of a dispatcher for the department for 
some time and upon turning 21, he has come before the Board as a candidate for a 
Reserve Officer’s position.  The Chief, Officer Cooney and Sgt. Henry all highly 
recommend Timothy for this position.  He has performed well in his capacity as 
dispatcher and currently attends Westfield State College and expects to receive an Army 
Commission as well.  A motion was made by John Flynn to appoint Timothy Lord as a 
Reserve Officer/Dispatcher with a 90 day probationary period to complete training and 
other qualifications, and was seconded by Rick Green.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 
Police Business:  
 
The Chief reviewed his current budget and it remains in line exactly where it should be.   
 
The Chief also discussed the position of Dispatcher in his department.  The Department 
just received resignation notices from 2 part- time dispatchers and the Chief would like to 
hire another full time dispatcher to increase the stability and consistency of the position.  
The Board supports his search for a fourth full time dispatcher and will vote to support 
his staffing objectives. 
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Goals and Objectives:  The Board will schedule goals and objectives meetings for the 
Police Chief and Highway Superintendent.   
 
Pole/Repeater Installation: The Chief spoke with Mark Barba, 334 Somers Road, who 
will allow the police to install a radio repeater on a telephone pole on his property.  This 
will allow even better service than the pole previously targeted for installation on South 
Road.  The Board will contact Dave Martel regarding standard easement language to 
ensure our rights at 334 Somers Road. 
 
The Board discussed the police candidate process and a motion was made by Rick Green 
to allow Duane Mosier to represent the Board for the police candidate interview process 
as long as his schedule allows, and for John Flynn to represent the Board should there be 
a scheduling conflict for Duane Mosier.  The motion was seconded by John Flynn.  
VOTE: All in favor and so voted.   
 
 

 Kibbe Chapter 61A Property Decision: John Flynn spoke with Sherry 
Himmelstein who will send a letter to the Board stating the position of the Land 
Trust in that the trust is not interested in the property.  John Flynn made the 
motion that pending the arrival of the Land Trust letter, the BOS would move 
forward on releasing the land from the right of first refusal, and was seconded by 
Rick Green.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 

 
 Senior Center Document Signing:  The Board discussed the water issue at the 

Senior Center and Rick Green made a motion to sign the document for the DEP, 
document number PWS ID#1120024, which is an administrative consent order to 
satisfy conditions at the Senior Center.  The motion was seconded by John Flynn.  
VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 

 
 Unemployment Hearing for Denise Moran:  The Board returned the form to DET 

contesting the unemployment benefits for the Police Dispatcher and will await a 
hearing date.   

 
 Sign Request:  Resident Dan Isham sent a letter to the Board requesting the 

installation of a sign for a hidden driveway.  The Board will ask the Chief and 
Highway Superintendent to review the location to determine the legitimacy of the 
request and if they are in support of the request.  If they are in support of the 
request, Dana Pixley will order and install the sign and Mr. Isham will pay for the 
cost of the sign.   

 
 Hazardous Waste Collection Day: The date has been set for September 9, 2006 at 

Minnechaug High School.  Flyers will go out in school mailing.  The planning 
group will meet on Wednesday, August 23, 2006. 

 
 Chapin Road Bridge Project: Two of the four easements necessary to proceed 

with the bridge project have been signed and this office is working on securing 
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the remaining two.  Gary Weiner is doing some survey work and we are awaiting 
an update on that.  The Board has sent a letter to the State noting our progress and 
our desire to stay “top of mind” with the State to ensure the project proceeds. 

 
 National Grid: Robert Kaboray, a resident from Oak Knoll called Rick Green the 

night of the power outage requesting information and status of the power coming 
back on.  This office will send a letter to Jim May from National Grid seeking 
historical data on how many times power has gone out, for how long, etc. and we 
will get back to Mr. Kaboray.    

 
 SimplexGrinnell: The Board will send a letter to SimplexGrinnell to terminate a 

contract for a fire alarm panel. 
 

 Capital Planning: The group is scheduled to meet on August 15, 2006. 
 

 Cable Committee:  A meeting date will be scheduled. 
 
A motion was made by Rick Green to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 pm and was seconded 
by Duane Mosier.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
Pamela B. Courtney 
Administrative Assistant 
 
/pbc 
 
 
 


