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Approved 7/17/06 
 

TOWN OF HAMPDEN, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN/BOARD OF HEALTH 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
June 26, 2006        625 Main Street 
7:00 pm        Town House 
 
Present: Duane E. Mosier, Richard R. Green.  John D. Flynn is out of Town. 
 
7:00 pm Cliff Bombard, Town Accountant: Cliff came before the Board to discuss 
the Sumaria presentation done for the Town Accountant, Treasurer and Board members 
and the schedule for implementation if the Town decided to use their software program.  
Cliff has not discussed with the Treasurer as of yet.  Cliff will let Sumaria know that we 
will go forward with the software, with a full day of training.  He will also check on 
getting a reduction from B&H for a short period of time prior to getting online with 
Sumaria.  If no reduction will be given, he will stay with B&H and have a longer 
transition into the Sumaria software.   
 
7:30 pm Town House Building Committee,Gilles Tanguay, Ray Andree, Gary 
Courtney, Bob Burger: The group formed to help determine maintenance issues affecting 
the Town House and will work to prioritize a list already compiled by the Board.  The 
Board will meet with the committee again on July 5, 2006 for a tour of the building. 
 
8:00 pm Russ Morton, South Ridge Road Update: Russ Morton was before the 
board to give an update as to conditions on site.  He is here in response to complaints 
received about runoff of dirt into catch basins, etc.  He reported that the swale basin has 
been installed as shown on the plan, along with under-driveway pipes.  Stabilization has 
not yet been successful.  They are looking to install a stone swale (in process, it has been 
re-dug three times, and will be attempted within the next week or so).  Russ stated that no 
more mud has entered the town road.  The Special Permit was issued in 2004, and the 
Board wants to know the status now.  Russ stated that 75% of the work on the plan has 
been completed. 
 
One house utilizing the common drive has been completed, and the second was just 
started three months ago.  There is also another house under construction, which is not 
being built by Morton.   
 
The issue of debris dumped at the end of the cul-de-sac needs to be addressed.  
According to the Conservation Commission, there was dumping of large boulders from 
the blasting for the common drive.  Con Com stated that there was to be no dumping 
according to permits issued.   
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Duane stated that the work on the driveway should have been completed prior to the 
home being occupied.   
 
Rick would like to tour the site with Dana Pixley, Highway Superintendent on the 28th  
and look at the conditions on South Ridge Road.   
 
Russ Morton stated that by July 17th all work will be completed if weather permits.   That 
allows for ten working days, in which all erosion will be maintained, seeding and 
stabilization will have to be done.  Russ is scheduled to come to the Board meeting on the 
17th to give an update on his progress. 
 
Robin Warner from Ridgeline-Hillside was in attendance and claims that no applications 
were received for approvals from Ridgeline-Hillside for any of the homes built by Russ 
Morton on South Ridge.  Russ claims that a cutting plan was submitted many years ago.  
Robin stated that Ridgeline-Hillside is a zoning by-law that should have been followed.   
 
Russ does have one lot left on South Ridge that has not yet been built, but will utilize the 
common driveway.   
 
Friends of the Library: The Friends have requested a one day permit to sell refreshments 
for the opening day celebration at the Library on July 1st.  A motion was made by Rick 
Green to approve the application, and was seconded by Duane Mosier.  VOTE: All in 
favor and so voted. 
 
Correspondence from Highway Superintendent: 

• Hampden County Retirement: The Board reviewed a letter from Dana Pixley 
explaining what he learned about employees laid off and subsequent contributions 
for County Retirement.  The Board will forward information with a cover letter to 
the Treasurer and copy Personnel and Dana on the letter. 

• Enforcement Issues: The Board reviewed a letter from Dana Pixley regarding 
ongoing enforcement issues related to washouts of driveways which are in 
violation of conforming to town by-law.  Dana has received numerous complaints 
from residents who have had the washouts affect their property or town property 
which then requires the Highway Department’s involvement at a cost to the 
Town.   

• Drug and Alcohol Testing: The Board reviewed a letter from Dana Pixley 
regarding a suggestion of random drug and alcohol testing for those employees in 
safety sensitive positions as town employees.  The Board will inquire of the 
Police Chief as to any measures that might currently be in place for Police 
Officers.  The Board will attend the Personnel Committee on July 10 to discuss 
this and other items with them.  The question will also be asked of Stan 
Weinberg, the Town’s labor counsel.  
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Correspondence from Police Chief: 
• Request for IBPO Contract: The Board received a request from Jeff Farnsworth 

for the IBPO contract.  The Board will get a final document to the Chief after the 
final negotiation session with the IBPO on Wednesday, June 28th. 

• Proposed Vehicular Pursuit Policy: The Board will hold the proposed policy for 
review when the full board is back in on July 17th. 

• Request for Extra Detail Approval:  The Chief has requested an approval from the 
Board to allow him to work details that are not picked up by officers in the 
department.  The Board would like to know if any of the previous detail work has 
resulted in any problems in the department or the running of the shifts.    The 
Board would like to review this again on July 17th. 

 
Memorial Park Survey Update: Gary Weiner’s crew was on site today and will locate the 
exact boundaries of the access road to Rec Park.  This will allow for proper trimming of 
the road. 
 
Minutes of June 19, 2006: The minutes will be reviewed at the next meeting when John 
Flynn is in attendance.  
  
A motion to adjourn at was made by Rick Green at 9:40 pm, and was seconded by Duane 
Mosier.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted.   
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
Pamela B. Courtney 
Administrative Assistant 
 
/pbc 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


