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TOWN OF HAMPDEN, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN/BOARD OF HEALTH 
 
 

May 22, 2006        625 Main Street 
7:00 pm        Town House 
 
Present: Duane E. Mosier, John D. Flynn.  Richard R. Green was not in attendance. 
 
7:00 pm Conservation Commission (Jeff Liquori, Bonnie Geromini, Pat Cote and Phil 
Grant): The Board invited the Conservation Commission in to discuss the condition of 
the Scantic River, particularly since the October storm.  There is debris and a large 
amount of silting as a result and the Board wondered what might be done to rectify the 
situation.  Conservation assured the Board that volunteer groups could come in to do a 
clean up of the conditions, but no equipment is allowed. 
   
The Board then discussed the Chapin Road bridge replacement and the hearing which 
will be held on June 15th at Town Hall in the auditorium at 7:00 pm. 
 
Following the Conservation Commission discussion, the Board spoke to Phil Grant about 
the Cable Commission and the need for the group to meet to begin negotiations on a 
renewed contract with Charter Cable. 
 
7:30 pm Park and Recreation: Harold (Huck) House, Park Commissioner, came before 
the Board to discuss the issue of trimming brush along the road leading into Memorial 
Park.  The Park and Rec group received a letter and photographs from Mr. Bouchard who 
is an abutter to that property showing the amount of overgrowth along the road. Huck 
House came before the Board to discuss the safety concerns with children riding bikes 
down the access, sharing a narrowed road with speeding vehicles.  There has been an 
attempt by a number of people to get permission from Mr. Taft, another abutter, to 
allowing trimming of the trees.  The width of the road was originally 17-18 feet; it is 
currently approximately 14 feet wide and at its narrowest is 12’ wide.  The brush and dirt 
and road debris have encroached onto the road as well.  Two cars cannot pass at the same 
time; the vehicle entering from Main Street must drive on the lawn of the Bouchards.  
Huck contacted Mr. Taft about the trimming in March, after having an initial 
conversation about the issue but was told by Mr. Taft not to touch a thing and was not 
willing to do a site visit with Park Commissioners.   
 
Duane stated that it is town property, and that the Park Commissioners have jurisdiction 
over the park property.  
John has suggested that a surveyor go out to set pins so we know definitively where the 
boundaries of the road are. 
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There was discussion about the possible installation of speed bumps which the Board will 
speak to the Highway Superintendent about. 
 
8:00 pm  Part Time Dispatcher Interview, Denise Moran-Allen: The Police Department 
has run a background check on Ms. Allen and she comes highly recommended to the job. 
Ms. Allen remarked that she enjoys dispatching, and currently works in Springfield doing 
the job. 
John Flynn commented that he has the highest confidence in the recommendations 
brought forward by our Police Department.  
 
A motion was made by John Flynn to appoint Denise Moran-Allen as a Part-time 
Dispatcher, contingent upon completion all necessary training within 60 days from the 
date of appointment, second by Duane E. Mosier.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted.   
 
8:20 pm Cliff Bombard, Town Accountant: Cliff came before the board to discuss 
the options available to the Town relative to a software package that would enhance the 
jobs of the accountant, treasurer and collector.  Many small towns currently use Sumaria, 
which provides a personal plan, is responsive to the needs of the users and can be 
purchased for $8900 for the accounting package.  The Treasurer’s system could be 
purchased at a later date to work in concert with the accountant, and the system could be 
expanded to include the clerk and collector for a cost of each application being 
approximately $89,000.  The annual maintenance cost would be $1400, with additional 
costs when other users get online.  
 
The Board wants to target the conversion into a new software system within the next two 
years.  The Sumaria group does the merging of the books we currently keep into the 
Sumaria program.  Cliff believes that five users can access the program.   
 
 

1. BOH variance, 39 Sessions Drive: The Board reviewed the request for a variance 
at 39 Sessions Drive recommended by the Board of Health Agent.  A motion was 
made by Duane Mosier to support a variance of 68’separation between the well 
and septic system, rather than the 100’ separation, along with periodic testing as 
described by the Board of Health Agent, seconded by John Flynn. VOTE: All in 
favor and so voted. 

2. Line Item Transfers: The Board will review necessary transfers prior to year end, 
funding for the Town Report and others as the law was signed by the Governor. 

3. Unfunded Mandate: Dana Pixley, from the Highway Department responded with 
mandates required for his department.   

4. Dispatch Negotiation: The Board will meet again on the May 30 or June 5 to 
finalize a contract. 

5. MEMA reimbursement:  The Town, (through the Highway Superintendent) 
received additional MEMA reimbursement for storm costs of $6,282.25. 

6. Changes to Charter Communications: The Board received changes in their line-up 
and will follow up with the Cable Commission. 
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7. Chapin Road Bridge Project: Dana Pixley has visited each abutter to the Chapin 
Road Bridge to provide information necessary for the reconstruction of the bridge.  
A public hearing has been posted for June 15, in the Town Hall Auditorium to 
address any questions residents may have about the project.  Our town counsel is 
working on drafting easement agreements necessary for the State to proceed with 
reconstruction. 

8. Regional Selectmen’s meeting: The Board awaits responses to their invitation to 
surrounding towns relative to a regional meeting currently scheduled for June 15 
at 7:00 in the Town House, Melville Room.  

9. Unemployment Credit: The Town has a credit of $1,755 in the unemployment 
account (held by DET). 

10. Citizen Planner Training Collaborative: Melissa Reeves, Planning Board member 
received recognition for completing Core Curriculum training for Citizen 
Planners.  The Board will write to acknowledge her efforts, cc: Doug Boyd. 

11. Southwood Condominium: The Board was notified by the DEP that the status of 
the Condo association being a possible public water supply is under review. 

12. Council on Aging: The Board of Directors proposed the hours of operation for the 
Senior Center as being Monday through Friday 10:00 am to 2:00 with Wednesday 
staying until 3:00 pm. 

13. Minnechaug commencement: June 2nd at 7:00 pm. 
14. Minutes of May 15, 2006: The minutes were reviewed and the final review will 

be delayed until Rick Green can review the minutes as well.  
15. Building Inspector: The Board received a letter from the Board of Appeals 

requesting that all special permits granted need to be recorded in the registry of 
deeds prior to the issuance of building permits. 

 
 
A motion was made by John Flynn to adjourn meeting at 9:30 pm, seconded by Duane 
Mosier.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
Pamela B. Courtney 
Administrative Assistant 
 
/pbc  
 
 


