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TOWN OF HAMPDEN, MASSACHUSETTS 

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN/BOARD OF HEALTH 

 
 
 
May 15, 2006        625 Main Street 
7:00 pm        Town House  
 
Present: Duane E. Mosier, John D. Flynn, Richard R. Green 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Duane Mosier.   
 
Donald Dorn: Mr. Dorn came before the Board to discuss the ongoing issue of water 
drainage on his property.  The Board has no role in the ongoing events and explained this 
to Mr. Dorn.   
 
Chief Farnsworth: The Chief came before the Board to review the purchase of cruisers 
for the department.  There was much discussion as to which cars should be replaced first, 
the cost associated with replacement and the value of an unmarked car.  The Chief 
explained the importance of having an unmarked vehicle as there are trips outside of 
town that the department must make which are confidential to the nature of police work.    
 
Rick asked about warranty coverage and the real value of carrying it.  Jeff explained that 
because we have had an extended warranty.  The Chief feels it is money well spent.  The 
Board also asked about advertising and trying to sell department cars outright as had been 
done in the past.   
 
Duane suggested buying the Interceptor (essentially a Crown Vic) to be used as an 
unmarked car for now, with the ability to put it into the fleet later on, to be used as a 
cruiser.  The Chief could then research an all-wheel vehicle to be considered later in the 
year.   
The Chief currently has money in the department’s budget and can order the car as soon 
as tomorrow to allow the town to be billed by year end (June 30th).  
 
The Chief then touched on a number of subjects relative to the department: 
  

• Pole for Police Radio: Telephone poles will be set June 3 and 4 and the new radio 
system will be up and operational.  

 
• Grant money will be used to purchase 2 laptops for the cruisers at an approximate 

cost of $2,000.  The chief is looking at options that would fund the other laptop. 
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• The E911 upgrade: Some preliminary work will be done this summer, with the 
bulk of the work to be completed in October.  Funding at the 4/24/06 STM FY06, 
warrant article #2 allows for the project to be completed in FY07. 

 
• The Chief has sent letter to dispatcher’s union outlining shift start time change to 

be synchronized with the officers.  No objections have been received and 
implementation is being scheduled. 

 
• Hampden Country Club will be reminded to install the speed bumps on cart path 

as required, as approved to allow golf carts to cross Wilbraham Road.   
 
Town Accountant, Cliff Bombard: The October Storm Event was discussed, specifically 
the special account set up to track and handle costs associated with the storm and 
reimbursement from FEMA, MEMA and the status of expenses, the timing of 
reimbursement and the impact on free cash for FY07 and any actions that may be taken to 
close this account out in FY06. 
Snow and Ice Account: BOS expressed a desire to increase funding for this account to 
approximately $50,0000, as it is presently at $37,224.  Real annual costs are closer to 
100,000.  The Accountant is opposed to increasing this to full funding.   
Last cut off date for FY06 bills to be submitted to Cliff Bombard, the second Monday of 
July which is July 10, 2006.  This office will send notice to all department heads giving 
them the deadline.  June 30th is the date for receipts, July 10th, last warrant date for 
expenditures. 
The Board then discussed what they would like to see implemented for software needs to 
be used by Treasurer, Tax Collector, Board of Selectmen and Town Accountant. 
Duane’s goal is to bring hardware and software system into the Town House.  The new 
software should be capable of showing expenses now tracked under a different line item; 
i.e., Insurance, multiple departments and buildings, but it is handled under line item 7.1, 
but we should be able to see the portion that belongs to any one department separately. 
Duane would like to get summary sheets on specific expenses weekly. 
Cliff discussed how to integrate the system with the town treasurer 
Tom Scanlon, our Auditor will have some recommendations at Cliff’s regional 
accountant’s meeting he is hosting this week. 
He would like a package that allows him to work in concert with the collector more so, 
than with the treasurer. 
The Treasurer, Tracy Scibaldi, needs check writing system and the ability to reconcile her 
accounts, and not much more, but this is not good accounting system package for a town 
accountant. 
We need to get a cost estimate from Cliff for what we can really get. 
Discussion with Cliff continued with how to use certain available money, as had been 
discussed previously with our Town Auditor. 
Money already appropriated may be directed into free cash (rolled into) and then the line 
item closed out at year end.   
For money to go into stabilization, it must be voted at town meeting. 
Water district is bonded money and must be voted at town meeting. 
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The Board asked Cliff to give line item numbers showing where funds are available so 
the Board can track any available money through year end. 
 
Cliff had some issues which were: 
 
Interest has not been appropriated for the truck payment on a yearly basis, and has only 
been appropriated for principal payment.  He brought to the Board’s attention some 
housekeeping which must be done to balance specific accounts by year end. 
 
 

• Grants – Melissa Trecker, Bill Olmstead would be interested in getting a group 
going to work on grant writing.  They will be invited in for our next meeting to 
start the process.  John will speak with Gina Kahn as well. 

• Unfunded mandates: Norm Charest, Board of Assessors has researched mandates 
that are unfunded that aggrieve the community.  Rick has asked that a letter go out 
to all departments asking for any state mandates which are unfunded.  Request a 
one or two line description of what it costs on a yearly basis; add this topic to the 
upcoming Regional Selectmen’s meeting.    

• Green Meadows bonds: Need to update and follow up. 
• Chapter 61A land:  John to contact Dave Martel regarding the process which must 

be followed for right of first refusal. 
• Hampden Housing Authority: Benjamin Bump Appointment: The Board received 

a recommended from the HHA to reappoint Benjamin Bump for another term as 
the State’s representative.  A motion was made by Richard Green to reappoint 
Benjamin Bump for another five year term, seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: All 
in favor and so voted. 

• Minutes of May 8, 2006: Minutes were reviewed and a motion was made by Rick 
to approve as corrected, seconded by John Flynn.  VOTE: All in favor and so 
voted.  

• Liaisons: Liaisons to departments were discussed and set, see attached list. 
• IBPO Contract status: The Board received a note from Mike Cooney, IBPO Vice 

President,  requesting that the increase in their contract not go into effect until the 
contract is finalized, and requesting that the increase wait until next week.  Expect 
answer next week on finalizing the document.  

• A motion was made by Rick Green that in Duane Mosier’s absence John D. Flynn 
be appointed as acting Chair for the Board of Selectmen, seconded by Duane 
Mosier. VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 

• A motion was made by John Flynn that in his absence, that Richard Green be 
appointed as acting Chair for the Board of Health, seconded by Duane Mosier.  
VOTE: All in favor and so voted. 

 
Town House Roof:  John Flynn talked to Rivet Roof, and will set a time to check the 
status of the roof, hard to do with current rainy conditions.  Duane has contacted Joe 
Grant regarding fascia work on the building.  
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Rick Green brought up the issue of sediment on the river.  The Board would like to 
catalogue issues, check with Conservation regarding management through the Riverway 
Act and will extend an invitation to the group for our next meeting.  
 
Conversation about soccer field at Green Meadows, Rick Green remarked that Marines 
from Westover were contracted to possibly provide labor and equipment for work at the 
Senior Center, which fell through.  The Marine contact is Sgt. Cacciatore.   
 
The Board discussed the need to invite various boards/committees into our weekly 
meetings to updates. 
 

 June 1, question and answer session in town hall for the infrastructure vote. 
 Emergency Management meeting on 5/17 
 Cable Commission: Will need another ascertainment meeting 
 Planning Board vacancy  

 
Transfer station decision: The Board would like for the committee to do bid specs for 
privatization.  
Rick Green emphasized that there would be no subsidizing, no equipment.   If we go 
privatization route, we buy nothing new, will need Town Counsel to review proposal. 
A motion was made by Rick Green to charge the committee to write bid specs for 
privatizing the transfer station for our meeting on June 5th.  The motion was seconded by 
Duane Mosier.  VOTE: All in favor and so voted.   
  
The Board reviewed a request by Conservation Commission to purchase a copier and 
multi-function printer. 
 
Motion made by John Flynn to go into Executive Session at 10:00 pm without return to 
open session for the purpose of discussing the status of the IBPO and Dispatchers’ 
contracts, seconded by Rick Green.  VOTE: John Flynn yes, Rick Green yes, Duane 
Mosier yes. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
Pamela B. Courtney 
Administrative Assistant 
 
/pbc 
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Committee/Board   Current Liaison  New Liaison 
 
 
 
Advisory    John    John 
School Committee   Duane    John   
Green Meadows   Duane     
Storm Water Phase II   John    Duane    
Personnel Policy Committee  James    Duane 
Capitol Planning   John    John    
Scantic Valley Health Trust  Pam    Pam 
Pioneer Valley Transit Authority Doreen Fadus   Doreen Fadus 
Emergency Management   Duane    Duane   
Fire Department    John    John  
Police Department   James    Duane    
Highway Department   James    Rick    
ADA     Duane    Art 
GSSSI     John Shay   John Shay 
Insurance        Rick 
Cable         Rick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


